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: UNGRATEFUL he who pluck’d thee from thy fealk, 
. Poor faded flow’ret, on hig carelefs way, 
‘Ynhald awhile thine odours on his walk, 


paft along, and left thee todecay. 
4 Thou melancholy emblem ! had I feen 


- Thy modeft-beauties dew’d with evening’s gem, 
. I hadnetrudely cropt thy parent ftem, | 
But lett thy bloffom ftill to grace the greens pe: ss. 


_ And now I bend me o’er thy wither’dbloom 
«And drop thetear, as Fancy, at my fide, 
Deep fighing, points the-fair, frail Emma’s tomb, 

thine, fad flower, was that poor wanderer’s pride ! 


* 


loft te love and trath ! whofe-elfith 
© Tafted her vernal fweets, but talted to deftroy. 
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| SONNE T. 
grove is hufh’d, thefaffron tinged clouds 
~ — $koot down their fott’ning colours to the weft; 
Advancing night the fable mountain fhrouds, ° 
_And with her dewy feet are meads and flow‘rets prefsd. 


Slowly the folemn moon, its full orb rears, 
_ And through the tkies its lucid influence throws, 
_ Each glitt’ring ’mid fleecy clondsappears, f[laxyglows. § 
And through the immeafurable path of heaven the high ga: 


The moon beams glide ferene acrofs the lake, 
W hofe glafly buitem gloomy branches fhade; 

‘The dying gale the murmurir g fedges fhake, | 

W hile founds melodious pouring through the grove, 
The folemn flillnets of the night invade.” 
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TRUE HAPPINESS. 
By E. WILLIAMS. | al 


Tue wrinkled mifer loves to dwell . — 
With av’rice in her murky cell, | 
Tocare configns his narrow foul ! 
Light-hearted youtlis, in merry vein, 
Affemble fportive on the plain, 
Whilft others quaff the mantling bowl : 
We mortals all in varied fchemes. employ 
‘The vifionary thought in blind purfuits of joy. _ 


I feek not wealth, nor youthful play, 

Nor fottith mirth’s unmeaning lay, 
But, on my native plains alone, , 

1 walk along the filent mead, Poa 

And tune in peace my rura! reed. 
To allthe bufy world unknown, 

I quit the croud, fly far from hateful noife; = ie 

And fel my thoughttul mufe the fource of endiefs joy, 


Secluded thus in calm content, 
Onclofe perfus of nature bent, 
i tuneful numbers lead aléng, 
Whilft warm enamxsured thoughts arife, 
Come, virtue from thy native) fhies, 
Be thou my theme of dfong. 
We feel no joy from furdid earth refined,. 
But where thy laws illume and rule the williug aad 


TRANSLATION or AN ITALIAN BALLAD... 


IN that regnifh face one fees . 

All her fex’s witcheries ; 
Playful fweetneis, cold difdain, | 
' Every thing to turn one’s brain. — 


Sparkling feom expreflive eyes, 
HBeaving in affe&ted fighs, 

Sure dittraétion {till we find,. 

Still we lofe our peace of mind. 


Tonch'd by her half-trembling hand, 
Can thé coldeft heart withftand ? 
While we dread the ftarting tear, 
And thetender accents hear. 


Numberlefs are fure the ways — 
the fafcinates our ; 

Magic arts her power improve, 
W itcheries that wait on love. 
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“To Samuel. Rogers; E Author of the Pleajures of 


‘Sweer Bard of MEMoRY !*whofe verfe fhall laft, 


Still may that verfe embalm our PLEAsuReEs paft, 


Han. adamantine ST 
King of the prow, the plowfhare. and the’fword 
True to the pole, by thee the pilot guides 

His fteacdy helm amid the ftruggling tides, 
Braves with broad fail the immeafurable fea, — 
Cleaves the dark air,'and atks no thee.— 

By thee the pilowfhare rends tlie matted.plain, 
Inbumes in level rows the living grain ; he 
Tatrulive forefts quit the cultured ground, 

And Ceres laughs with golden fillets crawn'’d.— . 

O’er reftlefs reaims when fcowling difcord flings 

Her fnakes, and lond the-din of battierings,, 
Expiring ftrength, amd yanguith’: 
Thy arm refittlefs, adamantine STEEL! 


* 


demory. 


As long as Memory herfeif thail live, 


Ner to one fad regret admittance give ! 


Enough alas ! of forrow,.and of pain, gitay 
O’er day’s fair face a prefent fhadow throws ! 

Enough there are, who, fudious to complain, 
Sweif the black catalogue of former woes ! 


Be thine the happier art, with tafte refined, _ . 
To make mankind in recollection bieft, _ 
Culleach delightful image of the mind, 
And to a wile oblivign leave the relft ! 


Nor from thy gennine themeina error ftray, . 
‘With gioomy DANTE, or with plantive GRAY! 


Lines on the ufes of feet. 


EEL! magnetic lord ! 
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Friend of my poverty ! welcome to my board,. 
Here thare the food my fimple meals afford. . © 


To éourt the vain magnificence of drefs; 
’ Turns from the cottage to the palace door, 
Eawns tothe rich, and proudly fpurns the poor;, 
Neglected infest ! thou art pleas’d.to dwell 
In-fome lone crevice of the captive’s cell; 
To lift the unavailing figh, | 
And drink the tear from mifery’s eye ;. 
In folemn fympathy, to hear 
The hollow murmurs of defpair ; 
Thon fiunn’ft the gay and guady croud, 
The fplendid manfion of the proud, 
To cheer the wight whofe humbler lot 
Hath doom’d him—tenant of a cot. 


Them live with me—nor firalt thou fear- 
The hand of ‘** hard unkindnefs” here ; 
No fairy band fhall here refort, | 
To fright thee with their midnight fport ;: 
No fullen ghoft with angry creft 
Shall rob thee of thy wonted reft ;- 
But in the winter’s deadly ftorm 
light my littie fire to keep thee warm 
Often my lov’d Eliza too” is 
$hall come and afk yow how. you do ;. 
_. Thus we'll fpin the hours along, . 
* Thou thy web, and I my fong. 


To LADY, 
Pho drew the pins from ber bonnet in 


the Rev. I. Hurdis, Profeffor of Poetry inthe Uni 


Crease. Eliza, thy locks to difpoil, 
Nor remove the bright fteel from thy hair > 
For fruitlefs and fond is the toil | : 
Since nature has made thee fo fair. 


While the rofe’on thy cheek fhall remain 
And thine eye fo bewitchingly thine : . 
Thy endeavour mutt ftill be in vain, 
For attradien will always be thine. 


While man forfakes his brother in diftrefs, 4 cS 


By. 
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Lines on the afcent of a BallaoneFrom Darwin's Botanic 


¢§ roe on the fhorelefs air the intrepid Gaul, 
‘te » Launch’d the vatt concave of his buoyant ball.— 
journeys on high, the filken caftle glides 
right as a meteor through the azuretides ; 
O’er towns aud towers and temples wins its 
Or mounts fublime, and gilds the vault of day. | : 
Silent with upturn’d eyes, unbreathing crouds ;. | 


Purfue the floatiag wonder tothe clouds ; 
And flufh’d with tranfport or benumb’d with fear, ze 
Watch, as it rifes, the diminith’d fphere.. . ~ 
— Now lefs and lefs-—~and now afpeck is. feen 

&§ And now the fleeting rack obtrades between ! - 7 to 
With bended knees; rais’d arms, and fauppliant brow Le 
To every fhrine with mingled cries they ¥vow.— 
Save him, ye Saints who o’er the good prefide 


4“Bear him, ye winds ye Starsbenignant guide.” 

— The calm philofopher in ether fails; = 

Views broader ftars, and breathes in ‘purer gales ; 

Sees, like a map, in many awaving line = = —— 
Round Earth’s blue plains her lueid* waters thine ; 
‘ Sees at his feet the forky lightehingsgiow, 
And hears innocuous thunders roarbelow: | 
—Rife, great MoncoLFIER! urge thy venturous flight - 
High o’er the moon’s pale ice-reflected light ; 
High.o’er the: pearly Star, whofe beamy horn 
Hangs in the eaft, gay harbinger.ofmorn; 
Leave the red eye of Mars on rapid wing, 
Jove’s filver guards, and Saturn’scryftal ring ; 
Leave the fair beams, which iffuing from afar, 
Play with new luftres round the Georgian fiar ; | 
Shun with ftrong, oars throneg 
The fparkling Zodiack, andthe milky Zone; 
Where headlong Comets with encreating force, 
Thro’ other fyftems bencdtheir blazing courfe.— 
For thee Caffiope her-chair withdraws, . . > 
For thee, the bear retraés his thaggy paws; 
High o'er- the north thy volden orb thall'roll, 
And blaze eternal round the wondering pole. | * 
So Argo, rifiag from the fouthern’main, 
Lights with new ftars the blue etherialplain;; . 
With favouring beams, the mariner protects, . 


And the beld courfe, which firlt it fteer’d direttar. « : 
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dance, let me fee, what day are we—Tuefday, my lord.—~. 
Sure I am very forry, but that is precifely one of my excepted 
days, I muft therefore put off my engagement, but purfue yeurs, — 
and I with you good night. 2 


a 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


— New Views of the origin of the trides. and nations of Ameri- 
ca. By Benjamin Smith Barton, M. D. Corre{pondent 
member of the fociety of Antiquaries of Scotland-; mem- 
ber of the American Pbilofopbical Socicty, 
Philadelpbia. | 


Liberal.extratts from this interefting work appear in our. 


next. 


A dijcourfe dilivered April 12,1797, at the requef of, and 

before the New-York fociety, for prone the manumi/- 

fon of and protecling fuch of them as bave bcen 

or may be liberated... By Samuel Miller, A. M. one of the 

minificrs of the United Prefbyterian churches in the city 

| ; f New-York, and member of faid fociety———New- 
ork... 


Further notice fhall be taken of this Difcourfe in @ faturé 
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ODE te SPALD ER. 


BY T. S&S NORGATE. 


"Texant of the haunted tow’r ! 
While fome to Philomela ’s plaintive note, 
Or the gay warbling of the linnet’s throat’. 

Their tuneful fonnets pour ; 
Aa humbiertafk be left to me— 
One limple fong to welcoine thee ! 


Say—wilt thou weave thy seeinbling woof, 
In yon fang corner. of my roof? 
Or doft thou fear left fome nefarious elf 
Deitroy thy little cottage—or thyfelf? 
Ahno! watch thee with a tender eare, 
And feed thee with a liberal fare ; 
Soule thy donely hours away, 
And gladden thy neglected day; 
At night tbo when from labour free, 
I*jl inove my chair and chat with thee! 
Or thou fhait crawl thy merrtett pace 
To come and fpin before my face; 

. Thenif I fee the tired and iimger, 
Thou thale ride back upon my tinger ; 
Atnigit too they thait reft upon my bed, 
To keep the littie flies of fram my head. 

But mark thou thait not hurt a fingle foul 

For why thould thefe poor harmiefs creatures die ? 
no coimpafiion on ? 
Theu let their life like thine uninjur’d roll T 


W hv hait thou 
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fhade of fullen forefts, are azure-coloured: are the Bay 
tavia-hen, which is blue allover; the Dutch pigeon of the Ife 
of France, and many others. 
Another confequence, equally important, may be deduced 
from thefe obfervations: it is this, that all the harm@miés are 
contrived for the ufe of man. A blue coloured fowl on the § 
. azure ground of the fey,.or on the furface of the waters, woul @ 
__ elude our fight, Nature, befides, has referved the rich and 
agreeable coloursonly forthe birds which liveinourvicinity. Ths & 
.. 4s fo mdubitably certain, that though the fun adts between the 
tropics. with the whole energy of his rays, on the fowls whofe 
refidence is the wide ocean, there is not a fingle one of them § 
arrayed beautifully coloured plumage, whereas thofe which § 
‘inhabit the fhores of the feas, and of tke rivers, are frequently 
dreffed in the moft gorgeons attire. The flamingo, a tall bird, oa 
- which lives in the fwampy fhores of the South-Seas, has a white 
' plumage, charged withcarmine. The toucan, on the fame 
ftrands, has anenormous bill of the moft lively red’; and when he 
retires from the bofoim of the humid fands, where he finds his 
‘food, you would be tempted to fay, that he has jult fifhed out § 
of them a ftump et coral. ‘There is another fpecies of toucan, 
whofe beak is white and black, as finely polifhed as if it confifted & 
of ebon and ivory. The pintada, with fpeckled plumage, the # 
cock, the duck, the king-fifher, and a multitude of other rives 
yirds, embellith by the enamel of their colours, the banks of the 
Afiatic and Affican fireams. But we find nothing once to be 
compared with them, in the plumage of fuch as inhabit the open 
fez, though they are {iH more expofed to the influences of the fun. 

As a farther confequence of thefe correfpondencies with man, 
nature has given to the birds which live remote from him, Cries 
fbrill, hoarfe, and piercing, but which are as proper as their ill- 
afforted colours, to render them perceptible at a diftance, amidift 
their wild retreats, She has beftowed, on the contrary, fweet 
gotes and melodious voices on the little birds which people our 
groves, and domefticate themfélves in our habitations, in order 
to heighten our delightas-well by the mufic of their warbling 2 & 
thebeauty of their colours. We-repeat it, inorder to confirmthe 
the truth of the principlesofthe harmonies weare laying down : Na- 
ture has eftablifhedanorderof beauty fo reali inthe phimage and the 
fong of birds, that fhe has endowed with thefe fuch birds only, 
whofe life was in fome fort-innecent relatively to man, as thofe 
which are granivorous, or which live on infeéts ; and fhe ‘has de- 
nied thofe advantages to birds of prey, and to moft fea-fowls, 
winch, m general, have earthy colours, and difagreeable cries. 
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_ poffible, the king himfelf would recondu& the pre 
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ANECDOTE OF THE BISHOP DORLEANS, 


M. De La Morte D’Okteans, was a prelate of the moft 
diftinguifhed merit, and the moft exemplary life: “Vice itfelf 
did homage to his vitties. When the concerns of the Frenclar 
clergy called him to Paris, he was accuftomed to vifit the kinz. 
at Verfailles. Louis XV. and the Dauphin his fon, when they 
heard he was-in-the :antixchamber, would*come and feek him out 
in the throng of courtiers, and lead him’to’ their apartment. 
After their converfation,-which the prinees prolonged as muctxas 
late, and ufed 
to fay, embracing him when he took leave, pray God for me, 
bifhop, for you are a faint on earth, piety truly 
and auftere manners, this good prelate joined a gaiety of mind, 


_ and amenity of character, which won him all hearts. One day 
_ his purfe, which was truly that of the poor, being exhaufted, he 
learnt that the intendent of Amiens, was to give a fupérb bail'to 


the ladies of the city, his- induftrious charity availed itfelf that 


_circumftance. to replenith it. Infkead of retiring to reft, at fen 
_ o'clock in the evening, he-orders the horfes to his cairiage, gets 
into it, and bids his fervants drive him to the hotel of the Inten-. 
dent. The:ball was commenced when the bifhop arrived, ac. 
his fight the women, all fuperbly dreffed, fled: om all fides, to- 


different parts of the hotel. To ftop’ this difarrangement the 
Intendént intreated the bithop to ftep into another apartment, 
to fettle the matters which brought him there—I have no buti- 


nels to treat.on, faid the good-man, Tam eighty years of age, 


and have never feen a ball; I am come therefore to yours ; “fo 
I beg you to re-affemble the ladies. The difperfed and aftonifhed 
troop are collected with trouble. At laft-they furround tlie 
bilhop, his gaiety encourages them, he is invited to dance: you 
dance ladies, fays he, and I rejoice at it, but in ths meati time 
my poor are without bread, and drowned in tears. It is for 


" thofe who divert themfelves, to dry up their griefs ; behold their 


purle, fays the worthy bifhop, you fee_jt is empty. We will 

fill it, my lord, reply the ladies, but on condition that you dance. 

Willingly, cries the prelate. The collection goes round, and the 

fabfcriptions were confiderablee the bifhop is fummoned: to: 

the dance. It is true, fays he, that I promifed, but I forgot to: 

ell you, that. there are two days in the week that T cannot. 
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Poifonous plants prefent, like noxious animals, difgufting eon. 
| | traits, from the livid colours of their flowers, in which blaek, 
| deep blue, and a fmoky violet, are in harfh oppofition with the 
a tender fhades; from their navifecus and virulent fmells; from 
# Their prickly foliage, of a black green hue, and clafhing with 
whité on the under fide: fach are the aconitetribes. I am 

guainted with no plant of an afpeét fo hideous as thofe of this 

family, and, among-others, that which the French denominate 
napel, the venomous regetable of our climates. 1 fhall 
i a not take upon me to dite tinine. whether the embryons of their 


fruits do not difelofe, from the very firft moments of their expan, 
a fion, harfh oppofitions, which give warning of their malefic cha 
Al tacters: if it be fo, they have this farther refeniblance in com. 
/ mon to them with the young of ferocious animals. 
oH Such of the brute creation as are intended to live on two dif. 
i: feient grounds, are impreffed with a double contraft in their: co- 
at lours. Thus, for example, the king-ffher, which fkims along 
me rivers, ts at once mufk coloured, and glazed over with azure ; fo 
a as to be detached from the dufky fhores by his azure colour, and 
from the azure of the waters by his mufk-colour. The duck, 
| Which dabbles on the fame fhores, has the body tinged of an afh- 
— 6Cl colour, while the head and neck are of an emerald-green; fo 
2 that he is perfectly diftinguifhable, by the “grey colour of his 
4 body, from the verdure of the aquatic plants among which ‘he 
He waddles, and by the vefdure of his head and neck, from’ thé dark 
cafoured mud where he finds part of his food, and in which, by 
another moft aftonifhing contraft, he never foils his plumage. 

The fame contrafts of colour are obfervable in the wood-pecker, 
tie who lives on the trunks of trees, along which ‘he fcrambles in 
meft of the infets that are lodged under their This bird 
" is at once green-coloured and brown; fo that, though he lives, 
properly foeaking, j in the fhade, he 1 i always perceptible, howe- 
ver, on the trunks of trees; for-he detaches himfelf from their @ 
dufky rind, by means of that part of his plumage which is of 7 & 
brilliant green; and from the verdure of their mofles and lichens, 
by thofe of his fexthers, which are brown. 

Nature oppofes, then, the colours of every animal to thofe of 
the refpeGiive ground on which it is to be placed; and what 
peatlberts the truth of this law is, chat the greateft part of birds § 
which live on one ground only, have but a fingle colour, and 4 
that one ftrongly contrafted with the colour of the ground. Ac 3 : 
cordingly, the birds which live aloft in the air, on the azury @ 
ground of the heavens, or on the bofom of the waters, in the @ 
midit of lakes, are moftly white, wlich, of all colours, forms the 
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moft flriking contraft with b'ue, and is, confequently, moft adapt- 
ed to render then perceptible at adiftance, Such are, between 
the Tropics, the paillencu, a bird of a gloliy white, whole flight 
is through ‘the fuperior regions of the air, the heron, the gu/l, the 
fea-mew, which {kim along the. furface of the azure. deep, 
and the fwan, flects of which navigate the extenfive lakes of 
the North. ; | 
There are likewife others.which, in order to form-a contraft 
with thofe that I have laft meationed, detach themfelves from 
the {kies and from the waters, by their black, or dufky colours: 
fuch are, for example, the crow, in.our own climates, which is - 
perceptible at.fo greata diftance in the. heavens, on the white- 
ground of the clouds; many fea-fowls of a brown and blackvh 
colour, as the frigate ef the Tropics, which plays through the air, 
anid{t ftorms and tempefts; the mower, or fea-cutter, a water | 
bird, which grazes with his dark-coloured wings, fhaped like a 
fcythe, the white furface of the foamy billows of the ocean. 
From thefe examples, therefore, it may be inferred, that 
when an animal isinvefted with but one fingle tint, he is intend- 
ed but for one fituation; and when he combines in himfelf the 
contra{t of two oppolite tints, that he lives on two grounds, the 
colours themfelves of which are determined by that of the plu- 
mage, or of the hair, of the animal.. We muft be upon our 
guard, at the fame time, againft an. unlimited generalization oi 
this law. We oughtto confider it as harmonizing with the ex- 
ceptions which wile nature has introduced and eftabliihed, fon — 
the very prefervation of animals; fuch as, in general, the whiten- 
ing of them, to the North, in the winter feafon, and on lofty 
mountains, as a remedy againit excefs of cold, by arraying them | 
in a colour which reflects. the moft heat; and embrowning thewn 


_to the South, during the ardors of fummer, and on fandy diftriGs, 


and thereby fheltering them from the effeéts.of burning heat, by 
the intervention of ablorbent colours. What evidently de- 
monitrates, that thefe great effeéts of harmony are not mechani- 
cal refults of the influence of the bagies:which furround animals, 


or of the apprehenfions of the mother on the tender. organs of 


the feetus, or of the action of the rays of the fun on their plum- 
age, according to the explications hitherto attempted by our- 


dyltems of phyfics; what evidently; demonftrates this, I fay, ‘is, 
.that among the almoft mfinite number of birds which pafs their 


life in the higher regions of the air, or on the furface of the 
deas, whofe colours are azure, there ¢ not a fingle bird of the . 
colour of blue ; and that, on the contrary, many birds which 
liye. between the Tropics, in the bofom of black rocks, or under 
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on the -grals, though I, made frequent. attempts to that eff; 4, 


‘and though the fpaces earth which feparated turly 


“were narrow, and few in pwnber. 


This wonderful infiinét is, confp’ cuc oufly evident} ii 


“the cameleon. 
Ty flow, is indemnified for this, by the incomprehentible faculty 


of affuming, at pleafure, the cclour of the ground’over which he 
: With this. advantage, he 1 is enabled to elude the Pi 
“of his purfuer, whofe freed would foon have overtaken him, 
*Th’s faculty js in his will, for his {kin is by no means a muror, 


CS. 


it refi: €ts only the colour of objegis, and not their form. What 


is farther fi ngular ly remarkable and perfecily afvertain. 


‘ed by riieuralifts, though they aflign no reafon for it, he can 
‘affume all colours,’as brown, grey,.yellow, and efpecially green, 


which is his favorite colour; but never red. The cameleon ha & 
been placed, for-weeks to géther, amidft fearlet fluffs, without 


“acquiring the flighteft fhade of that colcur. Nature feems & 


“have withheld from the créature this fhining hue, becaufe it & 
“could ferve o: ily to render him percert ‘ble at a greater diftance; te | 
“and, farther, becaufe this colours that of the ground ‘of no 
‘Species of E earth, or of vegetable, on which he is defgned to pak 


life. 

But, in the.a 
founds the colour of the harmlefs animals, with that cf the 
ground on which they inhabit, without conimittin ig to them. the 


the moffes of their nefts. 
complexion of the foliage, and of the barks, which they devour. 


Nay, the young fruits, before. they come'to be armed with 


prickles, or inclofed in cafes, in bitter pulps, in hard fhells, to 
protect their feeds, are, during the fe afon of their expanfion, 
grecn as the. Jeaves which furround them. Some embry ons, 


It is true, fuch as thofe of certain pears, are ruddy or brown; 


byt they are tlen of the Colour of the bark of the tree to which 
they belong. Wher thole fruits have inclofed their feeds im 
kernels, or nuts, fo aS to be itno farther danger, they then change 


colour. They become yelléw, blue, gold-coloured, red, black, 


and give to ref ective trees their natural contrefis. It is {irik 


femaskable, that every fruit which has changed colour has 


feed in a ftate of maturity.” 


The infeéts, in like manner, havi ing depofited their robes of in- ss 


fancy, and now committed to their own experience, {pread abroad 


This fpecies of Lizard, wl woticn is extreme 


age of weaknefs and ihexperience, nature ccn 


‘The young of pigeons, and of moft graniv or “ 
ous fowls, are clothed with a greenith fhaggy coat, refembling i 
Caterpillars are blind, and have the @ 
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over the world, to multiply the harmonies of it, with the attire 
and the inftinéts which nature has conferred upon them. Then 
it is that clouds of butterflies, which, im their caterpillar flate, 
were confounded with the verdure.of plants, now oppofe the co- 


Jours and the forms of their wings, to thofe of the flowers; thee 


yed to the blue, the white tothe red; the antenne to thes fla- 
mina, and fringes to the corolle, I was one day ftruck with 


admiration at one of thefe, whofe wings were azure, and bee. 
fprinkled with fpecks of the colour of aurora, as he repofed ig 


the bofom of a full-blown rofe. He feemed to be difputing 
beauty with the flower. It would have been difficult to deter- 
mine which way-to adjudge the prize, in favour of the butterfly 
or of the rofe; but, on feeing the flawer crowned with wings 
of lapis lazuli, and the azure infect dépofited in a goblet of 
carmine, it was obvious, on the flighteft glance, that their charm- 
ing contraft greatly enhaneed their mutual beauty. 


Nature does not-employ thofe agreeable correfpondencies and 


contrafts inthe decoration of noxious animals, nor even of dan- 
_gerous vegetables. Of whatever kind the carnivourous, or 
venemous animals, may be, they form, at every age, and 
wherever they are, oppofitions harfh and difgufting. The white 
“bear of the ‘North announces his approach over the fhow, by a 
‘hollow noife, by the blacknefs of his {nout and paws, and bya 
throat and eyes the colour of blood. The ferocious beatts, 
which hunt for their prey in the gloonrof darknefs, or in the 
folitude of the forefts, give notice of their prefence by 
Joud roarings, lamentable cries, eyes inflamed, urinous or 


feted fmells. The crocodile, in ambufh among the flags, upon 


the thores of the rivers in Afia, where he affumes the appearance 
ofthe trunk of a tree turned upfide down, betrays himfelf from 
afar, by ftrong exhalations of the fmell of mufk. ‘The rattle- 
fnake, concealed in the graffy fwamps of America, cannot ftir 
without-founding his ominous alarm. The very infects which 


| ~ make war on others, are clad in fable attire, in which colours are 


harfhly oppofed, and in which: black, particularly, predominates, 
and clafhes difagreeably with white, or yellow. The humble- 
bee, independantly of his buzzing noife, announces himfelf by 
the blacknefs of his breaft-plate, and his large belly briftled over 
with yellow hairs. He appears amidft the flowers, like a burn- 
ing coal half extinguifhed. The carnivorous wafp is yellow, 


and ftriped with black, like the tiger.. But the ufeful bee is of 


the complexion of the famina and of the calices of the flowers, 
among which fhe reaps her innocent harveits, 
“Vol. UI, F 
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and, the fupply of the day having been accomplifhed, he pers im Be 
ches on fome pointed rock,.on a level with the water, where he @ fi 
flands immoveable till the evening, fays father Du © 
& as in a ftate of profound forrow, with the head drooping, from i 
the wei: ht of his long bill, and eyes fixed on the agitated ocean, 7 
as motionlefs as a ftitue of On the dufky ftrand * 
thofe feas may frequently be diftinguifhed herons whiee’ as 
and in the azure plains of the fky, the pailleneu of a flveq : 
white; fkimming through it alc | out of fight: he is fometime i 
lazed over with a bright red, having likewile the two og 
Eathe:s of his tail the colour of five, as that of the South @ 
many cafes, the deeper that the ground is, the mere brill. @ 
ant are the colours in which the animal, deftined to live upon it § 
is arrayed... We have not, perhaps, in Europe, any infect with® 
richer aad gayer clothing than the ftercoraceous fcarab, and the @ 
y which bears the fame epithet. This laft is brighter than bur-§ 
_pilhed gold and fteel; the other, of ahemifpherical form, is of af 
fine blue, inclining to purple: and in order to render the§ 
contrat complete, he exhales a flrong and agreeable cdour off 
ufk. 
# Nature feems, fometimes, to deviate from this law, but call 
itis from other realons of conformity, according to which all@ 
her plans are adjufted. Thus, after haying contrafted, with thei 
ground on whch they live, the animals capable of making their F 
eicape from every danger by thew flrength, or their agility, fhe ae 
has confounded thofe whole flownels, or weaknefs, would ex pole 
them to the affaults of their enemies. The fnail, which is 
tute.of fight, is of the colour of the bark of the trees whieh ie 
aws, or of the wallin which he takes refuge. *. 

Flat fithes, which are indifferent fwimmers, fuch as the tu-§ 
bot, the flounder, the plaice, the burt, the fole, and fey nlf 
thers, which are.cut out, as it were, from a thin plank, becaufe 
they were deftined to a fedentary life, clofe to the bottom of ~ 
fea, are of the colour of the fands where they find their nourih-@ 
ment, being fpotted, like the beach, with guey, yellow, black, red, © 
dnd brown. ‘They are.thus {peck led, Ladi mit, only on one fide; 
but to fuch a degree are Rey pofietied of the feeling of this re 
femblance, that when they ind themfelves inclofed within the | 
parks formed on the firand to entrap them, and obferving the tide 
graGually retiring, they bury their fins in the fand, expecting the 


Hiftery of the Antilles. 
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yéturn of thé tide, and prefent to the eye only their deceitful 
fide. It has a perf. refemblince the ground on which 
they fquat, to conceal themfelves, that it would be impoilible tor 
the fifhermen to diftingtifh them” tiem it, without the help 
‘of fickles, with which they trace finall foffes, in every direction, 
along the furface of the fand, to deteét by the touch whiat the 
eye-could not difcern. Of ths I have been a witnefs oftiier 
than once, much more hi,,hly amufed at the dextcrity difplayed 
‘by the fiihes, than at that oi the fifhermen. : 
"The thornback, on the contrary, wh ch is a!fo a flat fith, anid 
a bad fwimmef,.but carnivorous, is marbled with wh'te. and 
brown, in order to be perceived at a diftance by other fithes; 
and to prevent their being devoured, in theirturn. by their ené- 
mies, which are very alert, fuch as the’fea-dog, or by their own 
companions, for they are extreinely voracious, nature has cl d 
‘them in a prickly mail. particularly on the poflerior part of tlie 
body, as the tail which :s moft expofed to attack when they fly. 
Nature has beflowed at once, in the colours of innoxious ani- 


‘mals, contrafts with the ground oa wh'chi they live, and conf. 


nances with that which is adjacent, and has fuperadded the in- 
ftinét of employing thete alterriately, according as good or bad 
fortune prompts. ‘hele wonderful accommodations may be ré- 


-maiked in moft of our fall birds, whofe flight is feeble, anid of 


fhort duration. The grey lark finds her fubfiftence amon, the 
grafs of the plains; Does any thin, terrify her? She glides awav, 
and takes her fiation between two little clods of earth, where 
fhe becomes invilible. On this poit fie remains in fuch pertect 
tranquillity, as hardly to quit it, when the foot of the fowler is 
realy to crufh her. | 3 
‘Lhe fame th ng is true of the partridge. I have tio doubt 
that theie def ncelefs birds have a fenfe of thofe conttafts and 
correipondencies of colour, for I have remarked it even in in- 
fects. In the month of March laft, I obterved, by the brink of 
the rivulet which wafhes the Gobelins*, a butterfly of the colotr 
of brick repoling with expand. d Wings on a tuft of grafs. On 
my approaching hm, he flew off{ He ali, hted, at fome pacés 
diftance, on the ground, which, at that place, was of the fanie 
colour with himfelf. I approached him a fecond time; he took 
a iccond tli, ht, and perched again fimilar firipe of earth. 
In a word, 1 found it was not in my power to oblige him to alight 


% Afinad v liege in the burbs of Paris, noteu tor its 
Manuidétures wi tise tapeltry, and tuperb mirrors. 
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more particularly of thofe who fincerely endeavour to merit 
his favour and protection, by the uncealing fentiments. of piety 
ane wnremitted exertions of virtue. 


OF CONTRASTS. 


FROM ST. PIeRRE’s STUDIES OF NATUREs 


CTs S differ from contraries in this, that contraries § 
act but in one fingle point, and contrafts in their general com 
bination. An object ie but one contrary, but it may have ma- J 
ny contrafts, White is the contrary of black; but it con @ 
sole with blue, green, red, and various other colours. 
_. Nature, in order to diltinguifh the harmonies, the confonan. | 
ces, and the progreflions of bodies, from each other, makes them 
exhibit contrafts. ‘This law is fo much the lefs obferved, the 
more commion it iss We trample under foot truths the moff 
wonderful, and of the higheft importance, without paying the @ 
flighteft attention to them. >. 
“All Naturalifts confider the colours of bodies as fimple acci- 
dents; and moft of them look on their very forms as the effect of 
fome. attraction, incubation, cryftallization, &c. Books are @ 
every day compofed, the object of which is to extend, by analo- 
s, the mechanical effects of thofe laws to the different pro- 
a of Nature; but if they really poflefs fo much power, § 
how comes it. that the fun, that Bass agent, has not long ere 
now filled the waters, the dry land, the forefts, the heavens, the 
plains, and all the creatures over which he je Er pes fo much in- & 
fluence, with the uniform and monotonous effects of his light ? 
All thefe. objects ought.to aflume. his and prefent 
only white or yellow to our eyes, and be diftinguifhed from ™ 
each other only by their fhades. A land{cape ouglit to exhi- 
bit to us no other effects but thofe of a cameo, or of a print. 
Latitudes, we are told, diyerlify the colour of them. But if la @ 
titudes have this POWES, how comes it to pafs, that the producti- @ 
ons of the fame climate, and of the sate, field, have not all the a 
fame tints?..Whence is it that the quadrupeds, which are born 
and. die in the meadow, do not produce young ones green as the 
grals ou which they feed? 
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Nature has not fatisfied herfelf with eftablifhing particular 
harmonies in every fpecies of beings, in order to characterize 
them; but that they might riot be confounded among themfelves, 
fhe exhibits them in contrafts. “We thall fee, in the following 
ftady, for what particular reafon the has beftowed upon herbs a 


f green hue, in preference to every other colour. In general the 
has made herbs green, to detach them from the earth; and then 


fhe has given the colour of the earth to animals which live on 
herbage, to diftinguifh them, in their turn, from the ground over 


B® which they ftray. This general contraft may be remarked in 


the herbivorous quadrupeds, fuch as the domeftic animals, the 
yellow beafts of the forefts, and in all the granivorous birds; 
which live among herbage, or in the foliage of trees, as the hen, 
the partridge, the quail, the lark, the fparrow, and many others, 
which are of earthy Colours, becaufe they live among verdure. 
But thofe, on the contrary, who liveon dingy grounds are clad 


‘in brilliant colours, as the tom-tit, andthe wood-pecker, 
which fcramble along the rind of trees in purfuit'of infects, and” 


many others. 
Nature univerfally ovpofes the colour of the animal to that of 
the ground on which it isdeftined tolive. This moft admirable 


law admits not of afingle exception. I fhall here prodhice a few 


examples of it, to put my reader in the way of obferving thofe 
delightful harmonies, of which he will find abundant proofs’ in 
every climate, ‘There is feen, on the fhores of India, a large 


and beautiful bird, white and fire-coloured, called the flamingo, 


not that it isof Flemi/b extraction, but the name is derived from — 
the old French word flambant, (flaming) becaufe it appears, at 


a diftance, like a flame of fire. He’ generally inhabits in 


fwampy grounds, and falt marfhes, in the waters of which he 
conftructs his neft, by raifing out of the moifture, of a foot deep, 
a little hillock of mud, a foot and a halfhigh. He makes hole 
in the fummit of this little hillock; in this the hen depofits two 
eggs, and hatchesthem, with her feet funk in the water, by 
means of the extreme length of her legs. When feveral of 
thefe birds are fitting at the fame time on their eggs, in the 
midft of a fwamp, you would take them, at a diftance, for the 
fiames of a conflagration, burfting from the bofom of the 
Waters. 

Other fowls prefent contrafts of a different kind on the fame 
fhores, The pelican, or wide throat, is a bird white and brown, 
provided with a large bag under it’s beak, which is of exceflive 
length. Out he goes every morning to fore his bag witn filh; 
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cit reverence, by all his people, as the lineal fuccefflor of the 
facred prophet. Selima, therefore, was conveyed immediately, 
with a bleeding heart, to the palace ; and the inftant the Caliph 
beheld her, fhe was declared the favourite fultana. 

Language cannot fpeak the anguifh of the two lovers, thus 
unexpectedly torn for ever from each other. The moment 
Almoran heard that the heart of the Caliph was captivated by 
Selima, he regarded life with indifference and even deteftation ; 
and, unable to fupport the inexprefhible agonies of his mind, he 
confidered the Angel of Death as the only minifter of repofe. 


For two davs and two nights, he wandered in a ftate of diftrac- ~ 
tion, in the different rooms of his houfe; invoking, in a thou- ~ 


fand intervals of difperation, the name of his irrevocably loft Se+ 
lima. At laft, becoming fomewhat calmer, he began to review 
the various occurrences éf his life, in order to difcover in what 
inftance he could have given Mahomet fuch unpardonable of- 
fence, as to meet with a punifhment fo infufferably fevere. Af- 
ter ruminating a long time, and finding nothing to reproach 
himfelf with but fome youthful indifcretions, which had been 
more than expiated by a thoufand virtuous.aétions, he infenfibly 
dropped upon one knee, and thus began to expoftulate with the 
Supreme Governor of All : 

‘ Thou Great Creator of the Univerfe, who fitteft enthroned: 
above the feven heavens, mercifully look down upon the moft 
wretched of mankind. who has, neverthelefs, conftantly main- 
tained the moft profound veneration for thy holy laws. Tell. 
him, Othou infinitely High! Inform him, O thou ineffably Jui,’ 
why, he, who has ever made it the ftudy of his life to deferve 
thy approbation, is doomed to fuffer what the moft impious vio-~ 
later of thy divine will, would confider as a punifhment too. 
fevere for the meft atrocious of his crimes.’ : 

Almoran had fearce'y uttered thefe words, when the loud 
thunder fhook the houfe, and an extraordinary brightnefs illu. 
minated the room. ‘When he had recovered himfelf a little 


from the aftonifhment into which this wonderful vifitation threw 


fim, a voice, awful as the trumpet of heaven, thus addreffed him: 
* Arraign no more, miftaken man, the juftice and goodnefs of the 
Supreme Being, who, althongh he a¢ts by fecret fprings. 
and feeming feverities, is ever attentive to the happinefs of the 
virtuous, and perfectly confiftent in all his laws. Know Almo- 
ran, that this world is a tranfitory bubble, that muft foon burft 
upon the ocean of time ; that life, atbeft, 1s but a fhort voyage, 


ta which every pafienger mult expect fome difagreeable gales, 
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: [in order to prove: the fincerity and conftancy of his depen 
, fe dence on Infinite Goodnels, and to render himfelt worthy of en- 
L tering into an everlafting port. Without fome tempefis in the 
® ocean of life, the tide of profperity would frequently fwell the 
f creature intoa forgetfulnefs of the Creator, and reduce him to 
: a more dangerous fituation than. ‘that into which the moft tre- 
* mendous ftorms could plunge him—a total indifference to his 
God. In mercy, therefore, to man a yariety of fhoals, and 
| rocks, and quickfands are thrown in his way, to keep alive, in 
.) this world, a conftant fenfe of his dependence on the Divine Be- 
# ing, and to enable him to fteer his bark aright, that in a future 
ftate he may arrive at everlafting happinefs, But exclufive of 
» i this general order in the ftate of things, know, Almoran, that 
™ it is becaufe thou art a favourite of Heaven, that Selima was. 
torn from thy arms. Know, O man, and fhudder at the thought, 
that thy intended bride was thy fifter. Thy father Pbrahim, in 
a journey to Balfora, was admitted to the Cadi’s wife, and the 
fruit of their guilty commerce was Selima. Almoran, be com- 
forted : I have vilited Selima, and given her the fame informa- 
tionand the fame advice. Sheis at eafe ; dothou remain fo 
too ; never more doubt the goodnefs of Providence, who from 
feeming evil conftantly educes good, and will never fail, (at leaft 
in another ftage of exiftence) ultimately to reward thofe who re- 
gard with an unceafing affiftance, the various difpenfations of their 
benevolent Creator.’ 

Almoran, thus admonifhed, was taught refignation and ac- 
quiefcence. The ardour of his paffion for the loft Selima fub- 
fided into the gentle tendernefs of recollection, which did not 
prevent, a few years afterward, the indulgence of a virtuous af- 
fection for another amiable object, who, though inferior in 
beauty to Selima, was not inferior to her in all the virtues of 
the mind. Toher-Almoran was united. With her he-iived 
many years in happinefs, and left a blooming offspring who fuc+ 
ceeded to his virtues and his fortune. The eldeft of thefe, who 
attained to the dignity of Grarid Vizier to the Caliph Haroun 
Alrafchid, ordered this memorable hiftory to be recorded in the sas fh 
annals of Bagdad :++to teach the erring mortal, that would wan- 
os der comfortlefs through the gloomy fhades of feartul apprehen- 
= ‘ion and tormenting miftruft, that the Moft High reigneth over 
m& ail, ever-prefent and omnifcient ; that he regardeth all his crea~ 
@ tures with unceafing benignity ; that his moft fevere difpenfations 
m (productive as they may appear to be of momentary infelicity) 
tend, in their final iffue, to the good of all his creatures, and, 
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thatthere was in fome degree-an oppreffion of refpiration through- 
out the whole paffage. 

‘There were, formerly feveral openings into the quarries, but 
the two I have mentioned, viz. the Odjervatory and the Val 
de Grace, are, I believe, the only ones, left ; and thefe the in- 
fpectors keep confiantly locked, and rarely open them, except 
to ftrangers particularly introduced, and to workmen who are 
always employed in fome part by the king. 

The police thought it a neceflary precaution to fecure all the 
entrances mto this cavern, from its having been formerly inha- 
bited by a famous gang of robbers, who infefted the country for 
many miles round the city of Paris. 

As to the origin of this quarry, I could not, on the ftrifteft 
enquiry, learn any thing fatisfa¢tory ; and the only account I 
know publifhed, is contained in the Tableau de Paris, Nou- 
welle edition, tome premier,chapitre, 4me. page 12me. 

** For the firft building of Paris, it was neceilary to get the 
“ ftone in the environs, and the confumption of it was very 
“ conliderable. As Paris was enlarged, the fuburbs were infen- 


7 « fibly built, on tlie ancient quarries, fo that, all you fee without 


* is effentially wanting in the earth for the foundation of “the 


** ci'y.: hence proceed the frightful cavities, which are at this 
“ time found under the houfesin feveral quarters. They ftand 


- upon abyfies. It would not require a very violent fhock to 


throw back the ftonés to the place~ from whence’ they have 
“ bees raifed with fo much difficulty. . Eight men being fwal- 
“ lowed up in a gulph one hundred and fifty feet deep, and fome 
other lefs known accidents, excited at length the vigilance of 
“ the police, and the government, and, in fa&t, the buildings of 
“ feveral quarters have been privately propped up; and by this 
“ means, a fupport given to thefe obfcure fubterraneous places, 
* which they before wanted. 

“ All the fuburbs of St. James's Harp-ftreet, and even the 
* {treet of Tournon, ftand upon the ancient quarries; and pillars 
“ have been ere¢ted to fupport the weight of the houfes. What 
** a fubjeét for refections, in confidering this great city formed, 
** and fupported by means abfolutely contrary ! ‘Thefe towers, 
* thefe fteeples, the arched roofs cf thefe temples are fo mary 
“figns to tell the eye, that what we now fee in the air, is 
“ wanting under our feet.” 
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ALMORAN an SELIMA. 


h- 

| N the city Bagdad. lived. Almoran, the fon of Ibrahim. His 
I perfon was noble as the ftately oak in the foreft ; his mind 


r ; unfullied as the meridian. beam from the fun. His bounty wiped 
| away the tear from the eye of the orphan ; nor did the mouri- 
ing of the widow ever pafs unregarded at his gate. In fine, 


= he was fo amiable and deferving, that by all who beheld 
4 him, he was admired ; and by all that knew him, refpected and 
beloved. 
. Among a variety of virgins who fighed for the heart of Almo- 
I , ran, the moft beautiful was Selima, a damfel of Balfora, and for 
_ &§ her he felt a flame as pure and ardent.as her own. Her cheeks. 
were rofy as the blufh of morning ; her eyes fparkling as the 
4 diamond of Golconda. Her: bofom wasas white as the fwan 
’ upon the waters, and gentle as the mid-fummer murmer of the 
fiream. How often, ye groves of Balfora, have ye echoed with. 
: the fame of her beauty ! How often, ye vallies of Bagdad, have 
you refounded with her-praife-! _ - | 
‘ _ Almoran.and Selima were not. more diftinguifhed for their 
excellent. qualities, than for their mutual paffien;. and. as nei- 
ther of them had any parents to oppole their wifhes, a day was. 
pointed for the celebration. of their nuptials, to. the ufiverfal 


joy of their refpective friends, Almoran, impatient for the hap- 
py moment, was inceflantly feafting his imagination with vili- 
- & onary raptures. Selima not lefs impatient, though more reftrain- 
: ed in her expreffions of the approaching felicity, painted equal- 
| ky warm to her fancy, the blifsful fociety of all fhe. held dear. 
But how vain.and.vilionary the expectations of a mortal ! While 
the lovers werethus enhancing the prefent,by the moft pleafing re- 
flections on the future, an order arrived at Bagdad, command- 
ing Selima to attend.at the court. of the Caliph, who had, for 
{ome time pat, been entertained with various reports of her un- 
paralleled. beauty, and wanted to fee, whether the encomiums of 
which allwere lavilh, were correfpondent to reality, or the mere 
effufions of exaggeration, Neither her religion. nor her alle- 
4 giance could allow Selima to difpute a moment the orders of the: 
. Commander of the Faithful, who was worfhipped, with. implie 
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ing, to examine the plans the infeftors keep of thefe quarried, 
that we might direct our céurfe in the right road. I was difap. 
pointed in not be’ng able to obtain one of thele plans, which 
would have given the cleareft idea of th.s molt extraordinary 
place. At the entrasce, the path is narrow for a confiderable 
way ; but foon we enteved large and {pacious {treets, all marked 
with names the fame as in thé city; ciffetent advert fments and 
biils were found. as we proceeded, pafied on the walls, fo that ‘t 
had every appearance of a large town twallowed up inthe earth. 

‘Lhe general height of ‘he roofis about nine or ten feet ; but in 
fome parts not le fs than thirty and even forty. In many flaces 
there is a liquor continually dropping from it, which congeal!s im- 
mediately, and forms a fpeciés of traniparent ftone, but not fo 
fine and clear as rock chryilal.. As we continued our per:grina- 
tion, we thought ourfelvés in no fmall dan, er from the roof. which 
we found but indifierently propped in fome places with wocd 
much decayed. Under the houfes, and many of the ftrects, 


however, it feemed to be tolerzbly fecured by immenfe fiones {et 


in mortar: in other parts, where there are only fields or gardens 
ahove, it was totally unfupported for a confidezable fpace, the 
roei being perfec:ly level, or a plane piece cf rock. a 

After traverfing cbout. two miles, we again defcended about 
twenty fleps, and here found fome workinen, ina .ery cold and 
damp place, propping up a moft dangerous part, which they were 
fearful would give way every moment. We were glid to give 
them money for fome drmk, and make our vifit at this place as 
fhort as poliible. The path here is not more than threc feet in 
width, and the roof fo low, that we were obliged tu ficop con- 
fiderably,. 

By this time feveral of the party began to repent of their 
journey, and were much afraid of the damp and cold air we tre- 
quently experienced. But, ales! there was no fetreating. 

On walking foie little diftance farther, we entered int:. a kind 
of faloon, cut out of the rock, and faid to be exa¢ily under the 
Eglife de St. Facques. This was iilumimated wih great tafte, 
occafioned an agreeable furprife, and made us ll ample amends 
for the danger and difficulty we had juft before gone through. 
At one end was a repreféntation in minizture cf fone of the 
princinal forts in the Indies. with the fortifications, draw-bridg<s, 
&c. ““snons were planted, with a couple of feldiers to cach, 
ready to fire. Centinels were placed in differcnt parts of the 
garrifon, particularly before the governor’s houfe ; and arcgiment 
of armed men was drawn up in anctBer place, with their general 
in the front. The whole was made yp of a kind of clay which 
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the place affords, was ingenioufly contrived, and the light that 
was thrown upon it, gave it a very pretty cflect. 

On the other fide of this hall, was a long tab'e fet with cold. 
‘tongues, bread and butter, and fome of the beft Burgundy I ever 
drank. Now every thinz was hillurity and mirth: our fears 
were entirely difpelled, and the danger we dreaded the mo- 
ment before, was now no longer thought of. “In fhort. we were 
all good fpirits agin, and proceeded on our journey about 
two miles farcher, when our_guides judged it prudent for us to 
alcend, as we were then got to the fteps which lead up to the 
town. We here found ourtelves fafe, at the Zul de Grace, near 
to the Englifh benedictines convent, without the feaft accident 
having happened to any one of the party. _We im»gined we had 
wa'ked about two French leagues, aid were ablent from the 
furface of the earth betwixt tour and five hours. | 
~ After we had thanked the infpectors and guides for their 
very great civility, politeneis, and attention, we took ourlea e 
to vifit the Znglifh benedi€tine convent, in whole court-yard, 
and within a few yards of their houfe, the roof of the fubterraneous 
paflage had given way, aad fallen in, the depth of one hundred 
aud ninety three feet. 3 
- ‘Though there was fome little danger attending our rafh ex- 
edition (as fome people were pleafed to term it) yet it was molt 
exceedingly agreeable, and fo perfeGily a nouvelle fcene, that 
we were all highly delighted, and thought ourfelves amply re- 


for our trouble. 


_. I regretted much that I did not take a thermometer and 


barometer down with me, that I might have had an opportunity 


ef making fome remarks on the temperature and weight of the 
_air. Certainly, however, it was calder at this time than on the 


furface of the earth. But Mr. Smeathman informed me, that 


when he de!cended the laft winter, in the long and hard froft, he 


found the air much more temperate than above ground, but far 
from warm, Neither, however, had he a thermometer with 
him. I lamented too, that I had not time to make more remarks 


on the petrefactions, &c. | 

Mr. Smeathman obferved, that when he defeended, he found 

a very fenfible difficulty of breathing in fome of the paffages and 

caverns, where the fuperincumbent rock was low, and the com- 

pany crouded, This no doubt was increafed by the fum- 

ber of perfons and of wax-lights, but he does not appreh€nd that 

the difficulty would have been fo great in rooms of equal dimen- 
fions above ground. We remarked too, when we defcended, 
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ing, to examine the plans the infpeCtors keep of thefe quarried, 
that we might direct our comrfe in the right road, 1 was difap- 
pointed in uot beng able to obtain one of theie plans, which 
would have given the cleareft idea of th.s moft extraordinary 
place. At the entrasce, the path is narrow for a conficerable 
way ; but foon we enteied large and {pacious {treets, all marked 
with names the fame as in the city; different advert {ments and 
biils were found. as we proceeded, paiied on the walls, fo that it 
had every appearance of a large town twallowed up inthe earth. 

‘Lhe general height of the rocfis about nine or ten feet; but in 
fome parts net lefs than thirty and even forty. In many flaces 
there is a liquor continually dropping from it, which congeals im- 
mediately, and forn:s a fpecies of traniparent ftone, but not fo 
fine and clear as rock chryfial.. As we continued our per:grina- 
tion, we thought ourfelves in no {mall dan, er from the recf. which 
we found but indifierently propped in fome places with wocd 
much decayed. Under the houfes, and many of the ftrects, 


however, it feemed to be tolerzbly fecured by immentfe fiones fet 


in mortar: in other parts, where there are only fieldsor gardens 
ahove, it was totally unfupported for a confiderable fpace, the 
rowi being periec ly level, or a plane piece ct rock. cag 

After traverfing zbout two miles, we again defcended about 
twenty fleps, and here found fome workinen, in a ery cold and 
damp place, propping up a meft dangerous part, which they were 
fearkul would give way every moment. We were gl.d to give 
them money for fome drmk, and make our vifit at this place as 
fhort as polible. ‘The pathhhere is not more than threc feet in 
width, and the roof fo low, that we were obliged tu ficop con- 
fiderably. | 

By this time feveral of the party began to repent of their 
journey, and were much afraid of the damp and cold air we tre- 
quently experienced. But, ales! there was no retreating. 

On walking fome little d:ftance farther. we entered int: a kind 
of faloon, cut out of the rock, :and faid to be exa¢ily under the 
Eglife de St. Facques. This was iiluminated wih great tafte, 
occalionea an agreeable furprife, and made us «Il ample amends 
for the danger and difficulty we ‘had juft before gone through. 
At one end was a reprefentation in minicture cf fone of the 
princinal forts in the Indies. with the fortificat ons, draw-bridges, 
&c. ‘“smons were planted, with a couple of feldiers to cach, 
ready to fire. Centinels were placed in differcnt parts of the 


» garrifon, particularly before the governor’s houfe ; and arcgiment 


of armed men was drawn up in another place, with their general 
in the front. The whole was Made yip of a kind of Clay which 
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the place affords, was ingenioufly contrived, and the light that 
was thrown upon it, gave it a very pretty effect. 

On the other fide of this hall, was a long tab'e fet with cold. 
‘tongues, bread and butter, and fome of the'beft Borgundy I ever 
drank. Now every thing was hilkarity and mirth: our fears 
were entirely difpelled, and the danger we dreaded the mo- 
ment before, was now no longer thought of. “In fhort. we were 
all in© good fpirits agein, and proceeded on our journey about 
two miles farcher, when our guides judged it prudent for us to 
afcend, as we were then got to the fteps which lead up to the 
town. We here found ourtelves fafe, at the Val de Grace, near 
to the Englifh benedi€tines convent, without the leaft accident 
having happened to any one of the party. We im»gined we had 
wa'ked about two French leagues, aid were ablent from the 
furface of the earth betwixtour and five hours. 

After we had thanked the infpedtors and guides for their 
very great civility, politeneis, ahd attention, we took ourlea e 
to vifit the Englifh benedictine convent, in whole court-yard, 
and within a few r yards of their houfe, the roof of the Fpbbecraeo 
paflage had given way, aad fallen in, the depth of one hundred 

aud ninety three feet. | 

Though there was fome little iheodiie attending our rafh ex- 
pedition a fome people were pleafed to term it) yet it was molt 
exceedingly agreeable, and fo perfectly a nouvelle fcene, that 
_we were all highly delighted, and thought ourfelves amply re- 
paid for our trouble. 

I regretted much that I did not take a thermometer and 


barometer down with me, that I might have had an opportunity 


ef making fome remarks on the temperature and weight of the 
air. Certainly, however, it was calder at this time than on the 


“furface of the earth. But Mr. Smeathman informed me, that 


when he de!cended the laft winter, in the long and hard froft, he 


found the air much more temperate than rite ground, but far 
_from warm, Neither, however, had he a thermometer with 


him. Ilamented too, that I had not time to make more remarks 
on the petrefactions, &c. 

Mr. Smeathman obferved, that when he defeended, he found 
a very fenfible difficulty of breathing in fome of the paflages and 
caverns, where the fuperincumbent 1 rock was low, and the com- 
pany crouded, This no doubt was much increafed by the num- 
ber of perfons and of wax-lights, but he doés not apprehend that 
the difheulty would have been fo great in rooms of equal dimen- 
fions above ground. We remarked too, when we defcended, 
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that we might direct our in the right was 


in uot beng able to obtain One of theft: plats, 


ould have given the’ clearelt idea of this moft 
‘place. “At the entrasce, the path is:narrow. for & 
way ; but foan we entered large and {patious fireets, all markaam 
‘with names the fame as ip city 5 dilfe advert.fments 
bills were foutid, as we proceeded, 'p pafied on the walls, fo that a 
‘had every appearance of large town np in the earth 
The general height of *he about OF fect 


‘fome parts not lefS than thuty and even many 


there is a liquor continually dropping from congeals 


‘mediately, and forms a fpeciés of traniparent Stone, but 


fine and clear as rock thryfial, ‘As We continued our per: Tina 
tion, we thought ourlelvés fmall dan, from the 


we. found. but pt opped in fonie. places with 


much decayed. Under the houfes, and many. of, the 


Bpwever, it f¢emed to be tolerably’ fecured by unmeénfe 
3n mortar in other parts, where thené are only fields or 
“‘ghove, it was totally unfupported for a ‘able fpate, 
being perfec:ly level, or a plane piece ct ‘Fock... 


traverfing two miles, we again, nded 
twenty Theps, and here found fome workinen, in a cold 
dam opping up a maft dangerous part,. which they wera 


would pive way évery moment. We were to 

them money for fome drink, abd make our vilit, at ‘this p face ij 
fhort as poliible. The path here is not more than three 


this tithe feveral ‘of the 

and were much afraid of the damp air 

quently experienced. But, alas! there no fetreating. 
On walking fome little farther, inte. 


faloon, cut out of the rock, lat 
 Eghfe de St. Facques, This wai 


occafioned an agreeable furprife ‘and made, us all 
for the danger and difficulty we had juft before gone. 
At one end was a repre hin miniature Of fone off 


_princioal forts in the Indies. with e fortifications, draw 
“onons were planted, with \a couple of foldiers to 


feady to fire. Centifels were placed diflercht | 
‘garmtion, particularly before the go arnor’s houfe ; a regime 
of armed meh Was Grawit up in another place, with their genet 


im the front. The whole was Made up of a ken of Clay whic 
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» We praife thee for having better known the human heart in the 
time of ignorance, than it has been underftood by acer acre in 
this enlightened agen | 
- We thank thee for having provided a check to the am 
thority of the kings, to the infoleice of the people, to the 
‘pretenfions of the rich, to our paffions, and even to our 
virtues, 
~ We thank thee for having placed above us a fovereign power, a 
which fees every thing, can effect every thing, and which nothing & 
can corrupt. Thou haft placed the laws upon the throne, and 
our magiftrates at their feet; while in other flatesa mortal ison 
the throne, and the laws under his feet. The laws are like a paln§ 
tree, which nourifhes equally with its fruit all who repofe beneath § 
- ts fhade;. while the -defpot is like a tree planted on a mountain, 
and furrounded only by vultures and ferpents. | | 
_ We thank thee that thou haft left us only a fmall number of 
rational and jut ideas, and that thou haft prevented us from hav. 
ing more defires than wants. 
. Wethank thee for having prefumed fo well of us as to bé 
lieve that we fhould need to requeft no other courage of the gods 
but that which me enable us to endure injuftice, when it # 
meceflary. . 

When thou fawell thy laws, refplendent in grandeur and beae 
ty, act, if I may fo fpeak, of themfelves, without claihing or dit 
joining, it has been faid that thou walt tranfported with a pure] 

joy, refembling that of the Supreme Being, when he beheld the § 
univerfe, immediately after its creation, execute all its motion] 
an-perfect harmony sed regularity. 

Thy courfe on earth has only been marked by benefits : hapey 

fhall we be, if, recalling them inceflantly to memory, we may] 
be able to coaafinit to our fons the depofit committed to cur care; 
fuch as it was received by our fathers. | 


SUBTERRANEOUS CAVERN ar PARIS. 


EY MR. THOMAS WHITE. . i 


YESTERDAY vifited a mof extraordinary fubterre 
«avern, commonly called the Quarries. But before I give 7° 
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- the hiftory of my expedition, it will perhaps be natin to fay 2 
few words concerning the Odfervatoire royal, the place of 
defcent into this very remarkable cavern. This edifice is fituated 
jn the Fauxbourgh St. Jacques, in the higheit part of the city. 
It takes its name from its ufe, and was built by Louis XIV, in 
1667, after the defign of Claude Perrault, member of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences, and firft architect to his majefty. It ferves 
for the refidence of mathematicians, appoimted by the King, to 
make obfervations and improve aftronomy. The mode of build- 
jng it is ingenious, and admirably contrived, it being fo well 
arched that neither wood hor iron ate employedin its conftrudtion. 
All the ftones have been well chofen, and placed with an ui- 
formity and equality which contribute much to the beauty and 
folidity of the whole edifice. “It is réckoned to»be about 
‘eighty or ninety feet in height, and ‘at the top there is a 
beautiful platform, paved with fint ftones, which commands an 
excellent view of Paris, and its environs. In the different floors 
of this building, there are a nymbér of trap-doors, placed per- 
pendicular over each other, and, when thele are opened, the 
tars may be very clearly diftinguidhed from the bottom of the 
cave at noon day. 
_ At this place was introduced ta one of the infpeetors, (perfors 
appointed 5 the king to fuperintend the workmen) by my friend 
“Mr, Smeathman, who had tfed gréat application and interelt for 
permiffion to infpeét the quarry, et had been fortunate enough 
to obtain it. For as this cavern i¢ extended under a great part 
“of the city of Paris, and leaves it fn fome places almoft entirely 
‘Without fupport, the infpectors are very particular as to thewing 
‘it, and endeavour to keep it ds fecket as poffible, left, if it fhould 
get generally known, it might prowe a fource of uneafinefg’ and 
alarm to the inhabitants above. For, what is very remarkable, 
‘notwithftanding the extent of this quarry, and the apparent dan- 
ger many parts of the city are in from it, few, even of thofe who 
have conftantly refided at Paris, ere at all acquainted with it, and 
on my mentioning the expedition I was going to undertake to 
Jeveral of my Parifian friends, they ridiculed me upon it, and 
told me it was impoffible there could be any fuch place. 
. About nine o ‘clock in the morning we affembled to the num- 
ber of forty, and with each a ‘wax candle in his hand, precifely 
at ten o'clock, defcended, by fteps, to the depth of three hundted 
and fixty feet perpendicular. We had Hikewife a number of 
guides with torches, which we found very ufeful; but, even with 


thefe affiftants, we were feyeral times under the necefiity of hals- 
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apd in thofe'of the multitude. He long refufed,. but-at lengtly 
yielded to the united and ardent folicitations of all the citizens of 
Lacedzmon. 
his return-to Sparta, he foon perceived that the reformati. 
on.neceffary was not to repair the edifice of the laws, but to. pulk 
itdown.and erect another entirely news. He forefaw all the ob, j 
ftacles:to this-defign, but was not intimidated. He had in his 
favour the: relped p paid to his birth and virtues, his genims, his 
knowledge, that majeftic courage which impels the minds of J 
men, and that conciliatory {pirit which attrats them: he had § 
in fine, the approbation of heaven, which, after the example 
of other legiflators, he had always been careful to fecure. On J 
confulting- the oracle at Delphi; he bad received for anfwer, 
“ The gods. accept thy worfhip,. and under their aufpices thou HH yp, 
fhalt the moft political conftitutions,” Lycure 
gus afterwards never neglected: to maintain a correfpondencé 
with the pythia, who fucceflively impreffed on his laws the. feal B to 
of divine authority. an 
Befare he began his operations, he fubmitted his ne to the Hf); 
examination of his friends and. the. moft diftinguifhed citizens, 
From thefe he chofe thirty, who were to attend him completely 
armed in the general aflembly. ‘This. guard ‘was not. howeves 
always fufficient to prevent: tumults.. In a: commotion. which fhe 
happened in confequence of a new law, the-rich citizens rofe up+ Hin: 
on‘him with, much fury; that-he determined to take refuge in Ban 
a-neig temple; but.as:he retired, he. received.a violen¢ Bian 
blow, which, it is faid, deprived him of an eye. He contented 
himfelf with-fhowing to thofe who purfued him his. face covered § 
with blood. At:thisfight; the. part of them, afhamed of 
“what. they had done, aiieuhalal him home,.with every mark of 
refpec& and grief, expre fling the utmoft deteftation of the 
and the perfon who had committed it into his hands, 
to difpofe of him.as he fhould pleafe. This was.a violent and 
impetuous youth, Lycurgus, without loading him with reproaches; 
or uttering the leaft complaint, took him to “his houfe ; and hav« 
img caufed his friends and domeftics to retire, direfted him to farve Bah 
him, and.drefs his wound. The young man filently obeyed; Bre 
witneffing every: moment new proofs of the goodnefs, patience; d 
end: great qualities of Lycurgus.. changed his hatred into loves §iprai 
violence of his own. character after fo neble a 1 
> 
The new conftitution was at length approved by all order$ 3% na 
of the flate. All the parts of it were fo well well Seabined, that 
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on te firll trials, it» was judged that -nothing wanting. 
Yet, notwithftanding it net affured ‘of sdus- 
/@ ation. Lycurgus, therefore, when the people were aflembled, 


shus dddreffed them: It-ftill remains for. me :to Jay. béfore 
-you the moft.important -article of my legiflation; ‘but I with 
to confult ‘the oracle of Delphi. Promife 
‘$ @ my return, you will make no alteration in the laws | 
eliablifhed.” They promifed him. “ Swear it,” fatd he. The 
kings, fenators, and ‘all the citizens, :called'the gods to be wit- 
elles to their words. ‘This folemn engagement could not:but 
le irtevocable ; ‘for.it was his refolution never-mere-to return:te 
his-country. 
He immediately repaired to Delphi, and whether 
the-new ‘laws were fuilicient to enfure the» happinefs of the 
Spartans. ‘The pythia havimg-anfwered, that Sparta would 
be ‘the -moft ‘flourithing of cities forlong: as {he :fhould..continue’ 
‘ak BS} to obferve them, Lycurgus fent that oracle to Lacedemon, 
condemned himfelf to voluntary banifhment. died 
he fat from country of whofe ~happmefs she. had. been: the 
caufe. 
It has been {aid that. Lacedasston ‘has not rendered fifficient 
a a to his memory, no doubt becaufe it is unpoflible fhe | 
ethould ever render too'many. She dedicated to him a-temple, 
Bein’ which a facrifice was jor ‘every year. ‘His relations 
Sand friends formed ‘fociety which ‘was long perpetuated, 


in 

ne nd which met’ from to time, to ‘renew me- 
ted of-his virtues. One when this aflembly was. held. 
red Bthe temple, Euclidas addreffed ‘the following tthe 
of @itutelary genius of the place. 
Wecelebrate thee without knowing... by what name to’ call 


00 Mphoe. The pythia doubted if thou wert notrather a god than 
mortal; in this uncertainty fhe named thee:the friend -of 
and ods, becaufe thou wert the friend of men. 
ness s Thy great foul would feel a juft indignation, fhould we attri- 
ave bb te to thee as a merit, that thou didit not procure to thyielt . 
.. crown by acrime ; and little would it be flattered fhould 
and We add, that thou had{t expofed thy life, and renounced .repofe, 
do good. Thole that colt an effort are-alone to be 
le a i The greater part of leg iflators have gone aftray, by follow- 
Bes the beaten track. Thou fawelt, that to procure happinefs to 
Ration, it muft be conducted through a new and unufual 
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Yy hurried into the tomb, as one of the Farmers-General, front 
the pinnacle of public and-private»happinefs, by a fe. of homis 
cides, who made-a {port of facrificing the lives of the beft men, 
to a fanguinary idol of their own fetting up!*—The pen refufes 


to recite the particulars of this barbarous butchery.—-Honoured 


fhade, accept the regrets and the palms which every friend of 
man bears to thy deferved renown ; and may the memory of thy. 
virtues, thy genus, and:thy courage; live in the bofoms of good 
men, when the horrid cataftrophes which have blackencd the 
hiftory of thy. country fhall.fink into oblivion? 


: THE LIFE OF LYCURGUS. 


| [ HE defcendants.of Herculus, formerly expelled from Peo 
loponnefus, returned thither eighty years after the taking of 


Troy. “femenus, Crefphontes, and. Ariftodemus, the three fons 


ef Ariftomachus,. brought with.them an army of Dorians, and. 


made themfelves mafters of this part of Greece. In the divifion 
ef the country, Argolis fell to Temenus, and Meffenia to Cre!- 
phontes. ‘The third brother dying in the mean time, Eurefthe- 
nes and Procles, his fons, poffefled themfelves of Laconia. From, 


theie two princes fprang the two families which, reigned in con- 


junction at. Lacedéemon. 

This rifing flate was. often. fhaken by inteltine faCtions or: 
daring enterprifes. It. was.threatened with fpeedy. deftru€tion, 
when one of its kings, named. Polydectes, died without iffue. 
Lycurgus, bis brother, fucceeded him. It was-not.then known 
that the queen was As foon.as Lycurgus was iform- 
ed that fhe was: fo, he declared, that if fhe.gave an heir to the. 


throne, he would be the 4irft. to acknowledge bis right, ff 


and, as a proof of his fincerity, onlv adminiftered the go- 
vernment of the kingdom in-quality of guardian to the young, 
prince. 

The queen, however, caufed it to be fignified to him, that 
if he would confent.to marry her, fhe- would not hefitate to 


deftrey her child. To-prevent the execution of fo horrid a 


project, Lycurgus. amufed. her with vain hopes. She brought 


_ He fell a facrifice to the ambitious views of Rob. fpierres. 
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forth a fon; Lycurgus took him in his arms, and fhowing hin 


to the magiftrates of Sparta, ‘‘ See,” faid he, the king who is 
born to you.” 
- The joy which he teftified at an event that deprived ‘him of 

the crown, added to the wifdom with which he had adminiftered’ 
the affairs of the flate, procured him the refpect and love of the 

greater part of the.citizens; but thefe virtues were a fubjeé of 
alarm tofome leading men. ‘They were feconded by the queen, 

who, to revenge the fuppofed injury fhe had fuffered, excited 

againft him his relatious and friends. - They alledged that’ 
jt was dangerous to confide the life of the young prince to the 
eare of a man whofe principal intereft it was to fhorten his days. 

Thefe murmurs, though feeble at firft, at length gathered fo 
much ftrength, that, to filence them, he was obliged to leave 

* In Crete, the laws of the fage Minos long engaged his atten. 
tion. He admired the harmony which they maintained in the 

ftate, and among individuals. Among the intelligent perfons 


who affifted him with their knowledge and abilities, he had 


formed an intimate connection with a pect of thename of Thales, 


whom he judged worthy to promote the great'defigns he revolv- 


edin his mind. Thales, by his advice, went and refided at La- 


cedemon, where he recited poems which invited and prepared 


the minds of men to obedience and concord. 


‘ The better to judge of the effects which are produced by dif: | 


ferent governments and manners, Lycurgus 'vifit the coafts of 
Afia. He there only faw laws and minds without vigour. 
‘The Cretans, under a ftri&t- and fiunple government, were happy 
the Ionians,: who pretended to be fo, were the flaves of pleafure 
and. licentioufnefs. An ineftimable dilcovery recompenfed* 


him for the difgufting fcene he had before his eyes. ‘The | 


poems of Homer fell into his hands, and in them ne faw, 
with furprife, the nobleft maxims of morals and politics embel- 
lifhed by the charms. of fiction. ‘With this work le therefore 
refolved to enrich Greece. 

While he continued-to travel-through diftant lands, every 
where ftudying the genius and the work of - legiflators, and ga- 
thering the feeds of happinefs which were feattered through dif- 
ferent .contries, Lacedemon, wearied of her divifions, fent ‘to 
him, more than once, deputies who prefied him te: return to the 
fuccour of the fiate. He alone was'able to guide the reins of 
government, which had been, bytusns, im the hands of the kings 
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felt in the academy, itfelf, and confequently, in all the phyficaf © 
and chemical works that have been publiflied for the laft twenty — 
years in France, was, the argreement:eftablifhed in the met 
of reafoning, between the natural philofophers and the geometri- 
cians. The precifion, the feverity of ftyle, thé philofophical 
method of the latter, was nfenfibly transfufed into the minds 
of the former ; the philofophers became difciplined in the tac- 
tics of the geometricians, and weré gradually moulded into theit 
It was in the affemblage of thefe talents that Lavoifier em- 
bellifhed and improved his own. When any new refult front 
fome important experiment prefented itfelf, a refult which 
threatened to influence the whole theory of the fcience, or 
whiclr contradiéted theories till then adop‘ed, he repeated it be- 
fore this fele&t fociety : many times, fucceflively, he invited the 
fevereft objections of his critical friends ; and it was not till af: 
~ ter he had furmounted their objections, to the conviétion and 
- entire perfuafion of the fociety ; it was not till after he bad re- 
moved from it all myftery we obfcurity, that he ventured to an- 
nounce his difcovery tothe world. | 
Thus was Lavoifier the founder of the French Chemical 
School, the diftintive charaéter of which is, a clofe and ma- 
thematical mode of reafoning, in theory, combined with a rigid & 
attention to fads, in the management of experiments. This 
{chool, in which each iridividual was at the fame time the tutor 
and the pupil, lafted from 1776 to 1792 ; the time, however, 
when it flourifhed ity the greateft vigour, was, from 1780 to 
1788. Thefe laft eight years were fignalifed by the moft im- § 
portant difcoveries; and in them, the moft material alteration? 
were made, both in the foundation and fuperftru€ture of che- @ 
miftry. Then it was, that ancient theories were exploded ; then, & 
the vague dottriné of phlogifton vanifhed before the wand of ac- J 
curate experiment; then it was, that the dofrine pneumatics & 
received its entire eftablifhment; its firft and laft ftone having 
Been laid by the chemifts of the French fchool. The new no- 
menclature of the fcience was alfo the work of a number of & 
French chemifts, who combined all the falient points of the doc- 
trine, and moulded it into a methodical and fyftematic form. 4 
_ Notwithftanding, however, the affiftance which Lavoifier de- 3 
rived from fo many eminent perfonages, it is to him that per- i 
~ tains, exclufively, the honours of a founder; his own genius was 
his fole conduétor, and the talents of his affociates were chiefly & 
ifefal in ilufirating difcoveries he himfelf had madé; he 
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¢raced the plan of the revolution he: had been a long time con- 
ceiving; and his colleagues had only to purfue and execute his 
ideas. | 

In the twenty volumesof the Academy of Sciences, from 1772 
to 1793, are forty memoirs: of Lavoifier, replete with all-the 

phenomena of the fcience ; the doctrine of combuttion, ge~ 
neral and particular ; the nature ‘and analyfis ofatmofpherical air; 
the formation and fixation of elaftic fluid; the properties of the 
featter of heat ; the compofition of acids ; the augmentation of 
the ponderofity ‘of burnt bodies; the decompofition and recompea 
fition of water ; the diffolution of metals: vegetation, fermenta- 
tion, animalization. For more than fifteen years confecutive, 
Lavoifier purfued, with unfhakeir conffancy, the route he had — 
marked out t for himfelf, without making a fingle falfe ftep, or 
fuffering his ardour te-be damped by: the mumerous and in- 
cachae, obftacles which conftantly befet him. 

At length in 1784, backed by the coinciding opinions of | afl 
the moft eminent Frencli chemifts, he determined to blend, ia a 
hagle tableau, all the different colourings of. truth which-he had 
tong before pourtrayed diftinctively ;—this celebrated elementary 
treatife did not make its appearance till the year 1789. This 
laft work prefents the fcience in a fhape completely novel, and 
ferves more particularly to diftinguifh the manner of Lavoilier 
from tliat of Dr. Priefley ; it crownswith immortality the glory 
6f Lavoifier. Although the Freneh and Engiifit 
femble each other not a little in the numbered multiplicity- ef 
their experiments on elaftic fluids, yet How different were the 


refpective refiilts which they deduced frore them 


_Many were the fervices rendered by Lavoilier, in. a public and 
private capacity, to manufactures, to the feiences, and to. 
artifts. His domeftic virtues, however, fhould not be wholly 
paffed by ; asa friend, relative, hufband; &e. his condu& was 
éxemplary his manners, he was unaffegedly plain and 
imple. Many young perfons, not bleffed with the gifts. of for- 
tune, but incited by their inclination to woo the feiences, have 
confeffed their obligatians to him, for pecuniary aid-; many alfo 
were the unfortunate, whom he relieved in filence, and without 
éven the oftentatation of virtue. In the communes 6f the de- 
partment of the Loir & Cher, where he poflefied: -confiderable 
eftates, frequently would he vifit the cottages of indigente and 
diftrefs ; long, indeed, will his memory, and that of lis amiable 
fpoufe, be cherifhed there! This virtuous man, fo dear to his 


country, to the fciences, and to the world, was at length fadden- 
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The important difcovery of elaftic fluids was juft announced 
to the philofophical world, Prieftley, Black, Cavendifl, and 


_»Macbride, had opened to phyfiologifts a fort of new creation ; 


they had commenced a new ara in the annals of genius which 
was. to become equally memorable with thofe of the compafs, 
printing, eletricity, &c. 

It was about the year 1770,~that-Lavoilier, flruck with the 
mportance and grandeur of this difcovery, turned his attention 
to this inexhanilible fountain of truths, and_ inftantly per- 
ceived, bya kind of. inftin®t, the glorious career which lay 
before him, and the infivence which this new {cience would 
neceflarily: have over the whole train of phyfical refearch- 
es.” Having once entered into this path, till then unexplored, he 
mftantly became an inventor, diffipated a hoft of errors and pre- 
jyudices, and became the founder of a new doctrine, tre fuccefs 
ef which is more'than fufficient to eternize his name and memo- 
ry» - No fooner had the difcoveries of Black and Cavend’fh ar- 
rived in France, than Lavoifier directed his whole attention to 
their experiments the proceffes of which he repeated and varied 


wa variety of ways, fo as to eftablifh and enlarge the refults of 


the Englifh philofephers. | His great’ obje@ being to announce 
sew facts, or to illuftrate fuch as were already public, he collat- 


ed and compared his obfervations, and reduced them into a com- 


piete fyftem of doctrine. “Towards the end of 1775, he prefent- 
€dito-the. Academy his firft chemical performance, under the 
tile of New Experiments relative to the exiftence of a fixed 
clafiic fluid in cer.ain fubfiances, and to the phenomenge 
abich refuit from its fixation or diféengagement. 


Dr.” Prieftley’s publication on the different fpecies of air 
yoit made its appearance in London ; the vaft compafs and {cope 


of the doGtor’s experiments ftartied at firft the friends ef Lavoi- 
fier left his obfervations fhould have been in many refpetts an- 
ticipated, and he fhould thus lofe the fruits of his ingenuity and 
induftry. « In conpliance with the inftances of his friends, he 


accordingly has’ abridged this work of many of its parts, which. 


may be rather called afyllabus than a complete treatife, and even 
advances fome concluf ons which he afterwards contradiéted ;— 
an excellent method, however, pervades the whole of it com- 
bined with chaftity of experiment, and petfpecuity of defign. 
In brief, his preceffes are defcribed with an exadtitude which 
furpaffes ‘every publication of the kind which preceded it ; it 
propofes new methods of operation, changes the very face of 
chemiftry, and cpperates an entire revolution in the fcience, 

avoilier appeared te be in chemifry, what Kepler, Newton, 
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‘and’ Euler, were in geometry. and the mathematics; he chang, 
‘el the modes both of operating and of reafoning, and became the 
the centre of all. refearches.and difcoveries, on the. fubjeét of 
elaftic fluids; made from:1774 to 1792. 
His firft production.was only a preliminary to the furprifing. 

revolution he effected in the feiences Perceiving that the ex- 
tenfive views he had opened, and the new modes of experiment 
he had propofed, had excited univerfal attention, and created an. 
expectation in the public, of deriving, through his means, refolts. 
fill more confiderable. and unexpected, he employed all his time 
in purfuing the labours.he had undertaken and. in inventing and 
procuring exa¢t inftruments to accomplith bis. purpefes His. 
houfe became-a grand.Jaboratory, in.which nothing was wanting 
that could throw fight on-his.reiearches ; and his fortune was. 
appropriated to the:improvement of his favourite fcience. He 
kept in conftant employment.a number of the moit. ingenious ary 
tilts, for the. invention.and. conftructionof mitrmnents . fuperior 
toany made ufe-of before, and of new and coftly apparatus. of 
every kind, the moft accurate and delicate. in its executions No. 
expetice was {pared by Lavoilfier, in.the purfuit ofhis delightful: 
To the advantages of fortune,.in the application.of whichto. 
the well-being of the public, few. men.were:fo fuecefsful: as La-. 
voifier, he united feveral others, which-he -made-fublervient to: 

his views : he held in. his houfe,. twice-every week, affemblies, : 

to which he invited every, literary charafer, that was-moft cele-: 
brated in geometrical, phyfical, and chemical ‘ftudies ;. in thefe- 

 inftructive converfationes, difcuffions, net unlike fuch as preced- 
| ed the firft eftablifhment of academies regularly took. place. 
* Here the opinions of the moft eminent: literatisin-Europe were - 
canvafled’; paffages the moft ftriking and novel, out. of foreign 
Writers, were recited and animadverted.on; and theories were 
compared with experiments. Here.learned men, of all nations: 
found ealy admiffion ; Prieftley, Fontana, Blagden, Ingenhoufz, . 
Landriani, Jacquin, Watt, Bolton, and other illuftrious phyfio-. 
logifls: and chemifts of England, Germany, and Italy, found 
m themfelves mixt in the fame compatiy with Laplace, Lagrange, 

Borda, Coufin, Meunier, Vandérmonde, Monge: Guyton, and. 
 Rerthollet, Happy hours paffed in thefe learned interviews, 
h wherein no fubje&was left uninveltigated, that could poflibly 
contribute to the progrefs of the fciences, and the amelioration: 
f p and happinefs of man. One of greateft benefits refulting from. 
thece allemblages, and the influence of which was foon 
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dike. Each flrove to ingratiate himfelf with the fury, :by: facrt- 
fiemg the meft valuable of his friends ; nor could proximity of 
blood move compaffion or plead exemption from. being victims 4@ 
her infatiable pallion. Lome acdrefied this infernal-Meloch with 
the very fruits of their bodies, whale-others were triumpharitly 
chaunting forth the extent of her power, and expatiating onthe 
number of her conquefts. — At this.incident arofe in wy breaft 
all the. tender fentiments of humanity-that I had ever cultivated, 
‘and I began toblame my criminal curiofity, which-had prompted 
me to alcend the mountain... But-in a few minutes the whole 
{cene was very agreeably reveried. For, toward the fouthern 
bountlaries, 1 vbicrved the elouds parting, the purpling, and 
the fuu breaking forth in all its.glory... ‘When inimediately 
there appeared marching towards us Good-Nature, in all her 
pomp and fplendour ; arrayed like a fylvan nymph, -and bloom- 
ing withunfludied graces. She was of a fair ;and-ruddy com- 
tlexion, which additional beauty -from the. 
fmiles that fhe threw into her countenance. Ou her right hand 
fhone Good -Senfe, with much majefty and diffidence -her 
mien. She was an effential attendant.on the young-lady, who 
never appeared to fuch advantage, as when fhe was under her 
mere immediate direCion, On her left was Generofity, carry- 
ing a heart inherhand. The next that prefented was M 

with her eyes fixed on the ground, and her cheeks, fpread with 
rofes. Then followed a train 7 beanties, who-by the unailecied 
-charms of their perfons, made me defirous of a utes inipection. 
Upona clofe approach, Ldifcovered that they werea tribe of Ainé- 
rican Jad‘es, who were always fond ofappearing in the-retinue of 
the goddefs, from whofe indulgent {miles they received an 
luftre to their I then turned my eyes to- 
wards the monfters I have above deferibed. ‘The prinesipal of 
which turned pale, and fell down.in a ~woon from her-threne. 
‘Pride fhrunk a thade ; En fell proftrate ;bit ‘the 
ground: while Ignorance vanifhed like a. iorning cloud before 
the rifing fun. ‘As the goddefs drew near, collection 
of fiends difappeared. the bafilifk fkulked.into the glade, and 
the oak on which the fury was feated budded forth atrefh. | 
Wherever the gooddefs walked, the flowers. fprang up -fpenta- 
neous at her feet. The trees, furprifed wih hie, dif- 
played the enamelled bloffom. “Uhe tender roe was.feen 

over the mountains, aud the little lamb § porting on the hills. 
Inftead ofthe briar and the thorn, there fhot forth the myrtle and 
every cdoriferous fhrub. The voice of the turtle! was heard in 
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the-groves,and the dales refounded with the melodious harmony 
of the nightengale. In a word, the whole region confeffed the 
happy influence of the deity, and charmed in all the gone foft- 
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LIFE AND LABOURS OF LAVOISIEiti 


Laurent Lavoister was born at Paris, Aug. 15» 

1743, and received a learned education ; which he 
feduloufly improved... When only three and twenty years of 
age, the of Sciences,, Avril 9>.1766, prefented him. with 


gold medal, for his differtation on the beft mode of enlighten 


ing, during the night, the ftreets of a great city. Two years 
afterwards, he was introduced into the celebrated lite focietys 
to whofe fervice he ever after devoted his labours, Se he ame: 
ane:of its moft ufeful affociates and'coadjutors. 

His: attention was fucceffively occupied. witheyery branch of 
phytical and mathematical: fcience, the pretended cohverfion of 
water in earth; the analylis of gypfum: im the neighbourhood, of 
Paris, the criftallization of falts, the effects produced. by the 

ande deleupe of the, garden of the Infanta, the project of- 
water from l’Yvette to Paris, the congelation of 
and the phenomena.of thunder and the aurora borealis. . 

Journeys undértaken in concert with Guettard into eve dit: 
trict of. France enabled him.to procure numberlefs materia 
wards a deferiztion of the: lithological and: mineralogical empire ; 
thefe. he arranged. into.a kind of chart which wanted little of be- 
ing notated They ferved alfo as a ground-work for a more - 
laborious. work, of his on the revolutions of-the.globe, and the 
formation of Gouchbes dela Terre ; a work of which two beau- 
tiful fketchesare to be feen in. the memoirs of the French Aca- 


demy, for 1772, and 1787. All, the fortune and all the time 


of Lavoifer: were devoted to the culture of the fciences, nor drt 
he feem to have a preponderating inclination for any one in par- 
ticular, until an event, fuch as feldom occurs in the annals of the 
haman mind, decided his choice, and attached him thenceforth 
exclufively to purfuit which has fince rendered 
his name 3 immortal. 
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‘white robe, opened the bearing a li ghted tor ch; next 


ceived, in conjunction, thofe of Phitocles, the father 
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"This day, ‘which the two lovers confidered as that on which 4 


they began to live, was almoft entirely employed, on their part 
in receiving the affeétionate congratulations of the inhabitants of 
the ifland on thew marriage. Ali their friends might make 
them prefents: they alfo made prefents to each othe ye and re. 

Theage. 
nes. They were brought with great ceremony. A child, ing 


came a piel, with a bafket'on her heads: the was followed by fe. 
veral domeftics, who carried veffels of alabafter, boxes of”) per. 


fomes, different kinds of eflences, odorous vintments, ai and a vari. 
ety of thofe luxiiries which a tafte f.r convenience and clegance 


has converted into neceflaries. 

In the evening, Ifmene was carried back to her father; and, 
Gin conformity with cuftom than to exprefS her real fenti- 
ments, teftified to him the regret fhe felt at leaving her pater. 
nal houfe: the next day fhe was reftored to her hufband ; and 


from that moment, nahin has interrupted their mutual felicity, 


DETRACTION. 


vIstoN. 


UPERIOR excellence is the general mark for 


and envy is aly led to afperfe what it cannot imitate. Af 


little mind is ized at the preeminence of its neighbour, and 
endeavours to depreciate the virtues which it cannot attain to 
Thus the diftempered eye is impatient of prevailing brightnefs; 
and, by attempting to obferve the lucid object, rertnaly he 
ph its own weaknefs, Pride is the fruitfal parent ofdetwadtion 
it is the unjuft eftimate which men fet upon themfelves, that 
ec. in their minds this ridiculous contempt of greater worth 
erfons of this unhappy complexion regard all praifes conferred 
upon another as derogatory from their own value. 1 he arrows of 
the backbiter are genérally fhot in the night; and the moft um 


fpotted innocence is the game of this infernal deftroyer, The 
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Dich “heads of his darts are imbrued in poifon; and it ton frequently 
party happens, that a finall wound proves mortal to the injured. But 
‘s Off ¢o drop for a moment thefe figurative expreffions, t would only 
make obferve, that it is pity a well-regulated fociety cannot more 
I re. effetually curb this impious licentioufnefs of thofe fons of dark- 
If awretch, néceflitated by the cries of a ftarving family 
nah to feek iMegal fupplies of bread, ‘fhall make an open attack upon |» 
me, the conftitution of the realm configns fuch a pitiable male- 
to infamy and death. And fhall this miferable objet of 
Per ‘compaflion prove the victim of my refentment, while the back- 
‘ate§ biter may, with impunity, revel in the exceffes of hisiniquity, and 
mCi box ft defiance to all laws? As this is a topic, however, which 
i hath been difcanted on by a variety of pens, I thall endeavour to i 
anf enliven it with the air of novelty, by throwing my further fen- ‘@ 
ni —-timents into the form of a vilion. ij 
‘ert «I found myfelf, during the flumbers of the night, in a very ig 
, extenfive region, which was fubje@ tothe jurifdiction of afury, 
detraction. The fields -were wild, and carried not the 
| leat appearance of cultivation, The tops of the hills were 
covered with fnow ; and the whole country feemed to mourn _ 
the inclement feverity of one eternal winter. Inflead ofthe 7 
verdure of a pleafing herbage, there {fprang up to fight hemlock, 
.aconite, and other baleful plants. The woods were the retreats 
of ferpents ; while on de boughs were perched the birds of 
night, brooding in doleful filence. a 
, In the middle of the plain was a bleak mountain, where 7 j 
if -difcovered a group of figures, which I prefently made up to. if 
‘On the fummit prefided the fury of the place. There was 2 '@ 
peculiar deformity attending herperfon. Her eyes were galled 7 


and inflamed’; her vifage was {wollen and terrible; and from 
Al cher -mouth proceeded: two edged fword, Dlalted oak. was, 

m§.. the throne which the fat on ; te food was the flefh of vipers, 

to, cont her beverage gall and vinegar. 

At alittle diftance from her I cbferved Ignorance talking 

Joud in his own applaufe ; Pride ftrutting upon his tiptoes ; Con- 

nj «©-ceit practifing at a mirror ; and Envy, like a vulture preying 

at -upon herfelf. 

he The multitudes who paid their addreffes to this fury were a 

ed compofition of all nations and profeffions, of different characters, 

of and various capacities. There was the mechanic, the ttadefman 

thef{cholar; but the moft zealous votaries contifted principally 


of old maids, antiquated bachelors, difcarded courtiers, and the. 
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republic.” The bride and bridegroom then fwore to each other & 
an inviolable fidelity; and their parents, after having received | 
their oaths, ratify then by new facrifices. a 
“~ Nieht-began to come on when we came out of the temple 
to return to the honfe of Theagenes. The proceffton, lighted 
By numberlefs torches, was accompanied by bands of imufician 
‘and dancers; the houfe was hung with garlands, and fplendidly 
‘Huminated. 
« “As foon as the new married couple fet their feet on the 
@hrefhold of the door, a b:fket of fruit was, for a moment, | 
d on their heads, as a prefage of the plenty they were to 
joy. We at the fame time Heard thé name of Hymenzus re. § 
‘echoed on all fides. ‘This was a young man of Argos, who for. 
merly réftored to their country fome Athenian maidens who had | 
been taken by pirates. He obtained for his reward one of the 
captives, of whom he was palfionately enamoured; and fince 
that time the Greeks contra&t no marriage without celebrating 
his memory. 

Thefe acclamations followed us into the banqueting hall, and & 

continued during the fupper; when fome poets entered, and Tes | 
Cited epithalamiums. ~ 
child, half covered with of hawthorn and oak, 
‘appeared with a bafket of loaves, and fang a h nni 
with thefe words: “I have changed my former 
pier.” The Athenians fing this hymn at one of their feftivals, # 
to celebrate the time in which their anceftors, who had before 
ed on wild fruits, enjoyed in fociety the gifts of Ceres. 
‘fing it likewife at marriages, to fignify that men, after hav. | 
ing eft their wild ftate in the woods, enjoy ed the fweets of| 
love. Female dancers, dreffed in light robes, and crowned # 
with myrtle, afterwards entered, and expreffed by their motions, 
‘the tranfports, tender languor, andigitoxication of the moft deli fl 
‘cious of ‘paffioris. 

‘When this dance was ended, Leucippe lighted the nuptial 
+irch, and conducted her daughter ‘to the apartment prepared fo § 
‘her. A number of fymbols reminded Ifmene of the duties 
which ‘were formerly annexed to the new condition of life onjj 
‘which fhe entered. She carried one of thofe earthen veffels in} 
‘which barley is parched; one of her attendants held a fieve ; and 
over the door was hung an inftrument ufed to bruife grain. The | 2 
‘ew matried couple ate of a fruit, the fweetnefs of which was 
‘wonfidered as the emblem of their union. 
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maidens of Corinth, 
= not one of us, O Ifmene! whofe charms can compare to things, 


Inthe mean time, giving a loofe tothe tranfports of an,im- 
moderate joy, we raifed tuinultuous fhouts, and. befieged the. 
door, which was defended by a faithful frieud of ‘Theagenes. 


Anumber of young perfous danced to the smufic of feveral. 


infruments, is noife. was. at. length interrupted _by the, 
Theoria: fiom: Cerinth, who had undertaken to fing the evens, 
ing hymeneal. After having congratulated Theagenes, they. 
«“ Weare in the ‘pring of our years; we are the faireft of the, 

o renowned for their beauty.:, yet, is there, 


Lighter than the ‘Iheflalian courfer, exalted above her compa, 


B nionslike the lly, the pride of the garden, Ifmene jis. the orna-; 


ment oi Greece, All the loves are enthroned in her eyes, and 
all the arts live under her fingers. © maid! O charming wo-- 
man! to-morrow will we repair to the enamelled mead, and cull 


| flowers, to.compofe for thee a crown : we will hang it on the meft, 


3 


beautiful of the neighbouring plane trees, under. the fhade of 


| which we will pour forth perfumes in thy honour, and on its bark 


place, and heard the maidens of Corinth fing the follow) 


s we will infcribe thefe words: Offer to me your incenfe, for I 


am the tree of Ifmene. We falute thee, happy bride: we 
falute thee, happy bridegroom? "May Latona give you fons who 


@ fthallrefemble you. May Venus ever animate you with her fires. 
| May Jupiter beftow on your children’s children the_felicity 


which furrounds you. Repofe m the bofom of pleafure, and 


= henceforth breathe only the moft tender love. We will return 


with the morning's dawn, and again will we fing: O Hymen, 


Hymenzus, Hymen!” 


The next day, as foon as it was light, we repaired to the 


hymeéneal. 
«We celebrate you in om fongs, “O Venus, ornament of 
Olympus! ‘Love, the deligh®of the earth! and‘thou, OHymen, 


| Mure of Fife! we celebrate you in our fong, Love, Hymen, 


Venus!'O Theagenes, awake; turh your eyes on your love. 
Youthful ‘favéurite of Venus; happy and worthy hufband of 
dfmene; © Theagenes! awake ; ‘turn‘your eyes off your fponie ; 
furvey the fplendour of her beauty, the animated frefhnef$§ which 


© embellithes all her charms. | The tofe is the queen of flowers, 


Ifmene is the queen of béauties.— Already ‘her trembling eye~ 
lid opens to the rays of the fim. “O’Theagenes! happy and wore 
ty hufband of Tinene, awake 
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“MARRIAGE CEREMONIES IN DELOS. 


FROM ANARCHARSUS’S: TRAVELS. 


VE prefided at the SsRivale of Delos; ; and thé numerous 
youth which! the god had aflembled around him, acknowledged 
no other laws than his. . Sometimes, in concert with Hymen, 
he crowned the conftaucy of faithful lovers; fometimes he ex- 
cited a tender languor and anxiety in hearts before infenfible; 
and by thefe multiplied triumphs prepared the way for the moft 
glorious of all—the marriage Iimene and Theagenes. 

_ AsI was witnefs to the ceremonies with which this union was 
accompanted, I fhall proceed to relate them, and defcribe pra¢ti- 
ces which the laws, and have introduced, «to 
provide for the fecurity aud happinefs of the moft facred of en- 
gagements: and if, in this account, fome apparently frivolous 
circumftances fhould be found, they will acquire importance and 
dignity from the fimplicity of the Snes from which they derive 
their origin, 

Silence and tranmility began to be reftored at Delos. The 
multitude of ftrangers diminifhed like a river, which, after hav- 
ing overflowed the plain, gradually retires into its bed. The inha+ 
bitants of the ifland had rifen before the dawn ; they were crown- 
ed with flowers, and inceflantly offered up, in the temples, and 
before their houfes, facrifices to render the gods propitious to the 
marriage of Iimene. (The moment when it was to be conclud- 
ed was arrived., We were affembled in the houfe of Philocles + 
the door of the apartment of Iimene opened, and we faw her and 
Theagenes come out of it, followed bid their parents, and a pubs 
lic officer, who had juft drawn up the .infirument of their en- 
gagement. ‘The conditions of this engagement were fimple; in 
it.no provilion had been made for any difcuffton of be- 
tween their relatives, nor any caufe of divorce between the con- 


tracting parties: and, with refpect to the marriage portion, as | 


Theagenes was already related to Philocles, it was.thought {ufh- 
cient to mention a = of Solon’s, which, to prevent the proper- 
ty of a family from being carried out of it, enacts, that heireifes 
{hall marry their neareft kinfmen. 

We were drefled in magnificent habits, which we had received 
from Iimene. That which Theagenes wore was her own work. 
Her ornaments were, a packtace of precious ftones, and a purple 
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robe embroidered with gold. Both wore on their hair, whick 
flowed on their fhoulders, and was perfumed with effences, 


crowns of poppy, fefamum, and other plants facred. to Venus, 
Thus habited, they mounted a chariot, and proceeded towards 
the temple. had Theagenes on her right, and on. her 
left a friend of Theagenes, who was to follow him in this cere» 
mony. The people who thronged around them feattered flowers 


and perfumes in their way. They ¢ried out, thefe are not mia- 


tals; it is Apollo and Coronis;’ it is Diana and Endymion; it is 
| Apollo and Diana. They fought to procure us favorable omens, 
and to prevent fuch as were of evil portent. One faid, I faw 
this morning two turtles long hover in the air, and at length reft 


together on a branch of that tree. Another faid: drive my 4 


the folitary crow, and let her go far hence to mourn the lo 
of her faithful companion; for the brings the moft ill-boding of 


auguries. 


The bride and bridegroom were received at the gate of the 


“temple by a prieft, who 5 predesel to each of them a branch of 
AVY; "ites “ym of the bonds by which they were to be forever 
_united. 


then conduéted Aoi to the altar, where every 
thing was prepared for the facrifice of a heifer to. Diana, to the 


_chafte Diana, whom, as well as Minerva, and the othe, divinities 
who had never fubmitted to the yoke of Hymen, they thus en- 
‘deavoured to appeafe.. They alfo implored Jupiter and 


whofe union and loves {hall be eternal; the Heavens a 


_ Earth, the concurrence of which produces fertility and plenty ; 


E the Parca, becaufe they hold in their hands the life of mortals; 
| the Graces, becaufe they embellifh the pleafures of happy marri- 


¥ 


ages; and, laftly, Venus, from whom Love derives his birth, and 
_who beftows happinefs on mortals. 


The priefts, after having examined the entrails of the vidio, 


_ declared that the gods apprgved the marriage. ‘To conclude the 


ceremonies, we proceeded to the Artemifium, where the lovers 
depeiited each a lock of their hair on the tomb of the laft The- 


_ ori of the Hyperboreans. Thatof Theagenes was wound about 
. a handful of grafs, and that of Ifmene round a fpindle. This 


cuftom acai them of the firft inftitution of marriage, at 
which time it was intended to fignify that the hufband was to be 
occupied in the labours of the field, and the wife. to manage the 
hoafe ehold aftairs. 

Philocles now took the hand of Theagenes, and, joining i 
tothe hand of Iimene,. pronounced thele-words :. ‘* I beftow on 
you my daughter, that you may give legitimate citizens to the 
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inequality of riches, is only this varied defire of enjoyments: 
and thus it is that each finds his Sepportt in the caprices of an 
other. 

You who quarrel with luxury, afcribe to it ils which it does 
not occalion ; they have other canfes. Confider that this lux. 
ury which you condemn is what invigorates man, what triples 
his life, what charms his exiftence. “Man is not rendered hap- 
py by your moral precepts, but by furniture, clothes, utenfils, 
commodions houfes, wholefome: and well prepared: food : and 
without the luxury of enamelled gold-boxes, diamonds, piftures, 
bronzes, and pare op we fhould not have a multitude of agreea- 
ble and ufeful articles which are reckoned effential to our com* 

The political machine is of large dimenfions, and has a con- 
nexion between allits parts. -Declaimer, ftop. Know you what 
you are about to fay ? Have you reflefted well? Would you 
wifh to deprive man of whatever is ufeful, convenient, and-a- 
greeable? Take care ; the firft invention was a luxury ; the 
tudeft clothing is a modification of nature ; it is the eftec of 


Sabour. © Luxury is likewife a work of man’s hands; it muft 


pleafe fome one fince it is accepted. The more labours, the 
more enjoyments, and the moreen joyments, the more reproduc- 
tions, Stop no fpecies of toil, Whatever it —_ be; for man 
knows for what he toils. 4 

Declaimer you would eat very toarfe if the: other arts 
did not improve baking ; for itis an art to make bread. The 
finéit pafiry, the lighteft bifenit, is no more @ luxury than the 
worft bread ill made. A more attentive labour is all that dif 
tinguifhes good from bad food. 

' Activity in the circulation, ardour for labour, fertile and va- 
fied productions, thefe are what {pring from luxury, that great 
incentive which toils inceffantly on ature, becaufé it puts all 
in motion : and if it brings diamonds from Golconda, the firft 
andannual advances of » ale neceffary to cultivation are, on 
that very account, the more confiderable. 

Let the word luxury be no longer cited, therefore, in a bad 
fenfe ; let it be confidered as a Series of emulation diffufed: 
among men, which animates their induftry, and which, from 
their recipocal efforts, combines different inventions of which 
eman genius profits. It is by the concourfe of fo many effets 
that fociety is elaborated, and gains every day a multitude of lit-. 
tie enjoyments which form the national profperity. 

As foon as primitiveequality is interrupted, and the right of 


property admitted, it muit be leftto luxury to break iti the @ 
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large eftates, and throw the fragments into the hands of the clafs 
wortt provided. fors Suchis the work of luxury, whieh will re- 
{tore ti degree of equality, by making the rich perpetual con- 
tributors to the.poor; mo man. will flourifh in indolence ; and 
the beft cultivated and moft profperous kingdoms are thofe where 
juxury reproduces fubfiftance. There are unqueftionably fore 
are lefs ufeful than others : it is’ better to fpend 
money on the fields than in the thop ofa lapidary ora jewellers 
it is better to plant three thoufand fruit-trees, than ‘to*condeéinn a 
piece of ground to fupply a fervile fhade, which may afford a coo! 
retreat for an-hour or two in a year; or to cover the fingers 


‘with rings. But a falfe computation, or ah erroneous whim, 


hinders not luxury, under another name, from being thie fpur of 
labour, the animator! of-empires, andthe ‘comforter ‘ef the hu- 
man race ; fince by “means of induftry, kept: pernetaally in ats 
tion, it. gives birth to reproduction, and! atiultitude of 
enjoyments to all thes who love to the: whale 
race of mene “3 
The evils whiah: are to: “wad 
adminiftration of. governments, DBefides, laxuryexifts in infi- 
nite fhades ; republics and monarchies are at this tine’ ‘nearly 
upon a. level, and.do not refift lexury. “Mian “has too decided 
tafte for pleafures to banith it. If it evil, tis an ‘evil 
which at pervadesall Europe. ender, Paris, N aples; 
Vienna, “Peterburg, Berne, and V ‘are in 
this refpe& nearby onapar. Luxury has found its: way ever? 
into: repblics:; they have ve difcowered that this word is merely a 
; for the luxury “of individuals can never exceed the 
geceral of amnation. 
All the clamours againft hrxury- will not. ‘reform of 
it Civilifation.neceflarily brought along. with it the progrefs of 
luxury, and the. love of fenfual pleafures. ‘But ifan age, emaf- 
culated by the indulgence of luxury; has loft the chivalric virtues, 
ithas. acquired in. return the knowledge proper to form good! 
legiflation. Tt frames laws which are truly calealated fer men, 
and which, fecure the deftiny of future generations.” Poor and’ 
virtuous nations cannot trace-the plan of public felicity; their 
hearts are upright, but their ace are confined. Good educa- 
tion is the.lot of nations which have many: enjoyments: ; man 
reafons moft profoundly in thofe'times which the rigid 
Thus every thing is compentated, and 4 fation whicly 
no longer the warlike virtues in the fame vigour, Has, at«leait: 
for its fupporty maxims-of polity which the adminiftrators.of 
tions will not dare to infringe. 
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cherifh that luxury which creates amufements, Mlean 
and theatrical entertainments ; thofe entertainments which, 


_foftening the manners of the people, enlarge their unde 
mg; which would be the moft perfe& {chool, ifa wife police 


“were to check the licentioufnefs of authors, and to admit into 
the profeffion of afters men only of regular deportment. 
Tiove the luxury which corre¢ts the bitters infeparable from 


. hife ; but I deteft that which drains the fubftance of men to form 


tranfient enjoyments. How fhall we feparate thefe two kinds 


_of luxury,how fhall we diftinguifh them even in our language ? 
_I would not choofe to be a ftupid or ferocious favage, with the 
bow as the only pledge of my fuftenance, differing little from 
_a brute, and almoft as miferable ; yet ftill lefs would I be one 
_of thefe young men of fafhion who, to indulge their cruel and 


fanciful caprices, torment horfes, dogs, valets, and whatever they 


encounter with. 


_ There is a luxury which, by quickening nature, opens the 


* flores of her fecundity ; which, if I may ufe the expreffion, 


perfeéts the defigns of the creator ; and whichmakes man a focial 
and enlightened being, kindling the torchof genius, and beftowing on 


, all that furrounds him a cheerful exiftence, by the pliancy and 
_Yariety of arts and talents. There is another luxury which 
jntoxicates man, which rénders him obdurate, and which fervile- 


ly attaches him to wretchednels, to puerility, and to purfuits 
which pride glofles, but which deftroy inftead of animating the 
human {pecies. Still it bears the name of luxury, a word vague 
and undefnable, and which ought to be expunged, as breeding 
falfe notions. But without luxury there would be no zrts. This 
reflexion reconciles us fomewhat tothe term; for mufic, poe- 
try, and dancing, are delicious arts which touch the foul. 


Finally, when luxury, in times confidered as barbarous, main- 4) 


teined many domeftics, and fometimes four or five hundred gen- 


-tlemen in the fervice of a baron, though reprehenfible, it wasmuch 
_ preferable to that which heaps diamonds upon an ugly or du 


1 fhould at the prefent be almoft equally afraid either te 


- abolith luxury or to give ita ftill greater extention. This 


word feems fated to embarrafs philofophers who know not 


_ where to flop, or to draw the line of demarcation ; for the ages 


without luxury are remarkable in hiftory for dreadful famines, 


- witnels the chronicles and ftatutes of Charlemagne. But if re- 


production depend on luxury ; if, without this attraction, the 


hands of the cultivator would grow languid ; if enchafed watch- 
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‘es be. intimately connected: with the procuring of food ; let us 
tolerate trinkets, that we may have cattle. ‘Vhis chain Of coi. 
nexion, though incomprehenfible, may really exift; and it be- 
Jongs not to moral theory to combat what feeins to fatisfy all the 
world. . Every one dreads abftinence ; and Diogenes alons 
could fancy that, if well borne, it might equal fruition. 

The moft ufed.are almoft invariably the wort under. 
ftood. What is termed luxury is the perpetual fpur which in- 
cites man to labour, which whets his induftry, which animate; 
him to lofty deeds, and which creates all the fruits and the vari- 
ed bleflings.of the earth: it is a fpring ever in ation, thar 
quickens nature ; for nothing is produced but by the love of 
pleafure and the humour of the confumer. 

Thus, there are.no bourrds.to. this tafte for luxury; which dif 
plays all.the views of the creation. Affuredly the human race 
is. happielt in countries were luxury i is known : whatever is. for 
the ufe of man, all arts, and_all inventions, flow. inceffantly from 
exe hand into another. But in climates where the indnitry of 
man is cramped, the moft luxyriant. foil bears only ufelefs vege- 
tables. * Man is there weak, and traverfes only deferts. ; 

Tothe word Juxury let us therefore fabftitute the explanatory 
terms four of man, {pur of his. labour, ferment of reproduc- 
tion. 

Luxury confers upon the earth’ its fertility. Separate then, 
itewill.be faid, the pernicious from the luxury that is ufeful, 
Lwouldattempt it ; but the tafk is difficult, and T fhall defer it 
until another time. Meanwhile, if you cannot control yourfelf, 
why fhould vou reftrain the talte of the confumer? He always 
gives you a labour for yours: the fign which he prefents to you 
is the reprefentative fymbol of his own induftry, or of that of his 
anceftors. . Why deprive a man of his enjoyment? Do you 
with that. he fhould fink into floth, that he fhould ftifle the chief 


faculties of his foul and body, that he fhould clog the habitual 


activity with which he is fi ano g ? Suffer him ‘to give nature 
every poflible form ; fuffer him to combine matter ; for from 
this modification will {pring abundance. Speak not of the mere 
neceffaries of life ; he will never acquire them without having 
the idea of fuperfuities, without the pain of labour, without the 
fruit of attention. To the end that all may enjoy, all muft 
labour. The whole confifts in this, that the hand of man never 
fhall remain idle, that his brain fhall never grow torpid. | 
Luxury is a perpetual ftimulant ; leave to this {imulant the 
takk of creating many fubftances. What corrects the 
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“One of thefe.gardens is fhady, formed for. contemplation, 
and facred to Apollo. Ithangs over the fource of the river, and 
3s, terminated by rocks, or places acceflible cnly to birds. The 
other is nearer my cottage, of an afpect lefs fevere, and devoted 
to Bacchus; and what is extremely fingular, it is in the middle 


_ ofa fapii river. The approach to it is over a ridge of rocks 
which communicates with the garden; and there is a netural 


grotto under the rock, which gives it the appearance of a ruftic 
bridge. _ Into this grotto the rays of the fun never penetrate. 
Iam confident it much refembles the place where Cicero fome- 
aimés went to dec‘aim, It invitestofludy. 

Fiither I retreat during the noontide hours: my mornings 
are engaged upon the hills, and my evenings either in the mea- 
dows or the garden facred to Apollo. It is fmall, but moft hap- 
pily fuited to roufe the molt fluggifh fpirit, and elevate it to 
the fkieS. Here would I moft willingly pafs my days, was f 
net too near Avignon, and too far from Italy. For why fhould 
I Conceal this weaknefs of my foul? I love Italy and I hate 
Avignon.. ‘The peitilential influence of this horrid place em- 


_ poifons the puie air of Vauclufe, and will compel me to quit my 


retirement.” 
“To another friend he writes this elcquent invitation : : 
_“ Flere is no tyrant to intimidate, no proud citizen to imfult, 
fo wicked tongue to calumniate. Neither quarrels, clamours, law 
fuits, northe din cf war. We are flrangers to avarice ambition, and 
erivy; and have no great lords to whom court muft be paid. 
Every thing breathes joy, freedom, and fimplicity. _ Our Ict is 
neither thatof poverty nor riches, butafweet, modeit, and {cber ruf- 
ticity. The inhabitants are mnocent, tractable, and unacquainted 
witharms. Our Chief.good, affable, anda lover of honeft folks. The 
air healthy, the winds foft, the country open, the iprings pure, 
and the river full of fifh, We have fhady woods, cool grottos, 
en lawns, enamelled paftures, and hills facred ‘to Bacchus and 
inerva. 

__ “ As to what refpects the mere body, no one takes Jefs trouble 
about it than myfelf: But Ican tell you in one word, that every 
thing that liveth upon the earth, or that moveth in the waters, 
is here, as in the terrefirial paradife, to fpeak in the language of 
the divines, or as in the fields of Elyfum, to fpeak in that of 
the poets. A voluptmary, who was in fearch of the greateit 
dainties, would be eafily accommodated in this neighbour- 
In another letter to a friend, we have a pifure in a very 

dificrent ftyle : | 
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Oh inthe midft of fumamer, when I had ended m midnighe 
yers, and the moon fhone bright, have I been irec! 
pelled to wander over the fields, or afcend the hills. Oft, at this 
‘filent hour, have I walked alone into the cavern, where ho one 
even in the day, and in company, can énter without emotion. 
I feel a kind of i ieafiare | in doing this: but it is a pleafure mixed 

with horror.” 

Petrarch retired to this delightful fpot, to eure himfelf of His 
_paffion, and indulge his tafte for letters, but in vain. 

“I may hide myfelf, fays he, among the rocks, and in the 
« woods, baie there are no places fo wild or folitary whither the 
torments of love do not purfue me.” 

_ Thrice in that dark and lonely hour when noug Ant but ghafily 
« fhades is feen or heard, Laura with ftedfaft look approached 
my bed, and elainéd her flave. My limbs wese froze 
with fear. My blood fied from my veins, and rufhéd 
“® wen my heart. Trembling I rofe one morn, and left a houfe 
where all I faw alarmed me. I climbed the rocks ; I ran into 
the woods, watching with fearful eyes this dreadful vifion; I 
“ may not be believed, but ftill it followed ;—here I perceived it 

 ftarting from a tree—there rifing from a fountain—now it 
defcended from the rocks, or dented on the clouds. Sur- 
rounded I ftood transfixed’ with horror 


ESSAY 


HERE is the boundary, the line offeparation betweex 
laudable and pernicious Juxury ? I am unable to mark 

it. Igrieve to fee many hands employed on frivolous pieces 
“of furniture, or ufelefs on fuperfluous articles of decora- 
“tion, and on tranfitory and puerile forms ; yet I love to behold 
“the fame luxury fupply us with wines, with compound drinks, 
‘and with the fruits of the earth, which, in the wild ftate, are 
poor and auftere, but, by high cultivation, are brought to our 
 €ables independently of the feafons, and acquirea plumpnefs and 
~an exquifite flavour. I condemn the luxury which engrofles 
valt enclofures for the bloody territory of the chace ; but I 
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The opening into the exterior is an arch fixty feet high, and that 
of the interior thirty. Near the middle of the cavern you fee 


an oyal bafon, the longeft diameter of which is one hundred and & 


. eight feet ; and into this bafon, without jet or bubble, rifes that 


copious ftream which forms the river Sorgias There is acommon 


“geport that this fountain has never been fathomed; may not this 


eed from the waters iffuing with great impetuofity at the 


 pottom, and that forcing back the lead and line ? However this 


may be, you fee nothing but an expanfe of water, fimooth and 
tranquil age 

_ The furface of the fountain isblack. Thisappearance is 
by the depth of the fpring. the colour of the rocks, and the obfcurity 
of the cavern: for in reality nothing can be more perfe@ily clear 


and limpid, than the waters of thisfpring. It ftains not the rocks. 
ever which it -paffes, nor does it produce either weeds or mud. 


But. what is very extraordinary though fo beautiful to the eye, | . 


it is harth to the tafte, crude, heavy, and difficult to digeft. It 
is-excellent, however, for tanning and dying ; and is faid to pro- 
mote the growth ofa plant which fattens oxen and hatches 


chickens. - Strabo and Pliny the naturalift, fpeak of this pecu- j 


ie the ordinary flate of the fountain, the water falls away 
through fome cavities under the recks, and afterwards returns 
to the day, and commences its courfe as a river. But during 
the fwell, about the {pring Equinox, and fometimes after heavy 
rains, there is an aftonifhing accumulation. The waters roll on 
with a lofty head to the opening of the cavern, and are preci- 
pitated and dafhed along the rocks with the noife of, thunder. 


The tumult however foon ceafes ; the waters are peaceably re-" 


ceived into a deep and commodious channel, and form a moft de- 
lightful river, navigable to its very fource. ‘This river is in its. 


~ progrefs divided into various branches, waters many parts of 


Provence, receives feveral other ftreams, re-unites its branches, 
and falls into the Rhone near Avignon. ~ | 


Petrarch thus beautifully moralifes on this uncominon fubjeé. | 


“& Seneca obferves, that the fources of great rivers infpire us 


adds he, it is my firm refolution, to dedicate one to the fountain 


of Vauclufe, as foon as my fcattered faculties are a little collected. . 


This altar fhall be raifed in the garden which hangs over the 
fopntain. It fhall not, however, be dedicated like thofe of 


Seneca, to the gods of the rivers, or the nymphs of the fountains _ | 


with a kind of veneration. And that, where a river burits out 
at once, altars fhould be ere&ted. And I call heaven to witnels, . 


hat to the of that God," who has deftroyed the 
fee altars, and demolifhed the t-~les of all other gods, 

and & Such was the language  Petrarcli ten years after his firft 
hat etirerment to Vauchuile. But it was hot the language ofa heart 
& yet freed from the charms of love. 
this _ during this folitude is beft collefted from his own works. ae 
the oné of his letters written abottt this time, he fays: 
his ‘Here I make war upon my fenfes, and treat them as my 
ind  . enemies» My eyes, which have drawn me into a thoufand | 
difficulties, fee no longer either gold or precious ftones, or. _ 
ted ivory, or purple; they behold nothing, ve t the firmament, 
ity ‘the water and the rocks. The only female who comes 
oar within their fight is a fwarthy old woman, dry and parched 
ks -.astle'Ly vile My ears are tho longer courted by te 


7 


& Wg 


d. of inftruments or which have often tranf | 

re, & my foul: they hear nothing but the lowing of cattle, the bleating. 

It of {heep, the warbling of birds, and the murmurs of the ftream. 

ro- FF “ I keep filence Som morn to night. There is no one to 

es  eonverle with; for people conftantly employed, either in {pread- 

ing their nets, or taking care of their vines and orchards, have n@ q 
knowledge of the intercourfes of the world, or the converfations i 

ay of fociety. often content myfelf with the brown bread of my i 


ns old fifherman, and even*eat’ it with pleafie; and when I am 

ng ferved with white, I almoft always return it. 

ry “ This old ffherman, who is hard as iron, earneftly. remon- 

om firates againft my manner of life ; ‘ fays it is too hardy, and 

j- aflures me I cannot long hold out. I am on the contrary con- 

re vinced, that it is more eafy to’ accuftom myfelf to a plain diet, 

e-” than to all the luxuries of a feaft. Figs, raifins, nuts, and. 

e- almonds, thefe are my delicacies. I am fond of the fith with 

ts & which the river abounds; it is an.entertainment to fee them 

of Caught, and J fometimes employ myfelf in fpreading the nets, — 

$, As to my drefs, here is an entire change ; hae would take me 
ora fhepherd. . 

t. “ My manfion rebliiles that of Cato or Fabricius : iny whole 

1s houfelistd confifts of a dog, and my old fifherman. His cottage 

t 's contiguous to mine; when J want him T call; when I no 

Jonger ftand in need of him, he retutns to his cottage. I have 

n fj made mylelf two gardens, which pleafe me marvelloufly ; Ido 

. not think they are to be equalled in all the World. muft 

— I confefs to you 2 more than female weaknefs With which I am 

f haunted? I am pofitively angry that there'is ay thing fo beaw- 

 tiful out of Italy. They are my Tranfalpine Parnaffas, 

VoL. Ii, C 
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‘will become'lefs healthy, than it is at .prefent. “As the air will 
tbe divefted of this falabrious quality, and the water will no log 
“ger be impregnated with their virtues. 7 

Between the fwamp and the fea fhore, the woods have 
‘been full of Indians, and doubtlefsthe theatre of many bloody 


-fcenes ; vestages of many of their towns, are fill to be feen ; and 


‘perhaps no part of the continent could” have furpifhed them with 


_» ‘the neceffaries of life in equal abundance on fo eafy terms. ‘The 
~ Sea and the rivers abounding with fifh of various kinds, andthe im.- j 


penetrable fwamp Containing an inexhauftable ftore of aitimal food, 

-Dheir ftone darts are very curious, and every where tobe found; 
what is remarkable, no perfon hath yet been able'to difcov. 
@r whence they got the ftone, of which thofé darts are made. 
I once afked an old Indian, afterI came down ‘here, but he 
‘thook ‘his head, and ‘gave me to unlerftand ‘that they were 


| “brought to'them by Indians that liveda great way off. Thefe 


darts are made of that'refemble the and Agate, 


_ ."Phisfame Indian who.called himfelf Will Andrew told me, that 
' God made a negro firft, when the moon was dark ; and that af 


ter he liad made him,-he threw. hima bow and arrow ; but (lays 
jhe) the fen of a bitch would not fhoot with it. Upen which 
God was angry, and {truck hin on the nofe.. God then made 

Indian when the moon gave’a little light, and threw him a bow 
‘and arrow, as before ; upon which the Indian immediatély ‘took 
it up, and to fhew.me how well the Indian‘knew the of it, ‘he 
with great agillity, threw ‘himfelf into the attitude of fhooting 
witha bow, unon which-God was pleafed, and gave bim a ftring 
of wampum. “God then waited till the moon was full, and made 
@ white man, who he faid knew every thing but Wrynota ‘or 
Ged. He told me God's right name was Wynota, and the 


“devil's Kymps ; thet Wynota lived in the eaft, and Kymps in § 


dhe forth ; ‘and that Wynota held a ‘batchet in ‘his right hand 
over Kymps"héad : And that W-ynota wasforry he iad 


gnade white men, becaufe they drove the Indtans from the ‘falt | 


“water, orfea. I once owned all this land about here. “Come, 


Faid‘he, I will fhew ‘you, where my father lived : I walked with j 
him about two hundred'pacés to an eminencé about three hun- 
dred yards from a creek, I faw a large quantity of fhells. 
Here faid he, ftamping withhis foot,is the very fpot where my @ 
father lived. _ But white people gave him rum, and-teok it-away; 
‘and lam well offasa Ratccon. You white people mike 


Haves af every thing, the wind, the water, tLe fire, and J 
earth,” He hen laughed and upon my afking him what hé § 
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laughed at, she replied, “Becaufe every thing: makes. flaves of « 


wil | you, white people, and we Indiansare free.” We then return. 
24 to the howe, and while he fat down, 1 took up the bible and. 
4 4 read to hun feveral chapters of Genefes, which he Jiftened to,. 


with the greateit attention ; but when I came to read that God, 
oy threw-Adam into a deep fleep, and took out one’ of iis ribs, and . 
an made @ woman, he jumpt up in the greateft amazement, and | 
vith firuck his,.hand upon his ‘thigh, and exclamed ““G--d d—mn 
never knew how. God Almighty,make woman before.” 
a Perhaps nature never formed two chara&ters more completely. 
0, eppofite than the Indians of North America; and the negroes of 

Guihea. The firft.have.an inflinétive: abhorance to flavery,’ ~ 
Ov and fupport their freedom.and independence with the cunning, 
de, and fubtilty: of ferpents, , While the latter in'general on the. 

he other haud patiently fubmit tothe moft horrid wrongs with all the. 
calmaels and infenfibility of beafts of burden. 
_ From. this-Indian dialogue, I would with, for the honour of 
human nature; and,American virtue, that the Aborigenes had lefs : 
caufe to complainof.the injuftice of-the European fettlers,. 
af However, it is certain, that. fome of .our ‘States honeftly pur- . 
aye chafed, and paid for’ their right. 


he DESCRIPTION OF ‘VAUCLUSE. 


he \ ’ AUGLUSE ‘is one of thofe places in which nature delights 


‘tq (—  toappear under a form the moft fingular and romantic. Towards 
nd fe the coaftof ‘the Mediterranean, and on a plain beautiful as the 
ad fe Vale of Tempe, you difcover a little valley, enclofed by a barrier - 


ait (Of rocks in the form of a horfe-fhoe. The rocks are high, bold,» 
ne; 2nd grotefque’; and the valley is divided by a river, along the 
+h banks of which are extended meadows and paftures*of perpetual 
inc Verdure. © ‘A path which is on the left fide of the river; leadsin 
gentle windings to the head of this vaft amphitheatre. There at 
ny the foot of ‘an enormous rock, and directly in front, you beltold.a 
® prodigious’ cavern hollowed by the hand of mature, and in this” 
ke Cavern’arifes‘a fpring, as celebrated almoft as thatef Helicon. 
he § * When the waters of the fountain are low, you Maysenter-the 
cavern, the gloony of which is tremendous—it is a double caverm.’* 
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the {hake may eafily coil himfelf round the unhappy creature’. 
and prefs it to death. The body of a fnake is capable of prodi-: 
gious extenfion—one of a moderate length will take in a full | 


grown rabit or {quirrel. Nay, one of my neighbours, a man of 


veracity, affured me that he once killed a rattle fnake that had . 


fwallowed a young fawn. The motion of the rattle inake is 
flow and majeftic. Whenhe moves he feems conicious of his 
fuperiority ; he elevates his rattles, and vibrates them, as if he 


intended thereby to make known, what-an important reptile. 
was approaching ; and wih a generofity, that fhould ever ac-. & 
_. epmpany the powerful he cautions the weak to beware of his 
“* @iftruGtive fangs. Their young follow them as chickens doa 
hen. ‘They colle&tthem by making a {mall noife with their: 


rattles , and if they apprehend danger, {wallow them... Snakes 
are never found in the Cyprefs Swamp, till it is either burnt 


or worked : amd rattle faakes not even then.. .Whether the § 


fwamp produces no food that is proper for them, or whether the 
plants and water are noxiousto them, I know not but fuch is the 
fact. 


Atethe wells'are found. cockle fhells. fome- | 
times petrified and fometimes in their natural ftate—~as “a 


marth grafs, marfh and brakifh mud ; and: our people to get 
tolerable water muft wait for avery dry feafon.and intirely dig. 
through thofe ftrata till they .come tothe fandy beds of 
fprings. But what is fill more, remarkable, x al has been 
found in thiscountry, many feet under ground, .as_ the 


Rev.Docror ine, the remains ofa {mith’s forge, 


and a very fenfible honeft man who now lives in his neighbour- 


hood found a piece of a Beaver hat in the iprings of a ae well 


he dug in the cavene 


That fhells thould be in dis country, many 


ground is not much to be wondered at fince: the Dantes at. thofe 


fhells might’ formerly have been the fhores or bottom of theg 


fea, upon which a cruft of earth was fuperinduced in.progrefs of 
of time after the fea had retired. But to find apiece of a 
‘beaver hat and the remains of a fimith’s forge atthe bottom. of 


deep wells in thisnew country, phenominonin natural 
tory ving the attention of the curious. Among things 
vealed, perhaps there is nothing more plain than _that.there has im 


been a univerfal deluge, as God has affirmed it, fo nature every @ 


where proclaims it. shough many perhaps may day, it isag 


phyfical abfurdity to fappole there ever was water enopgh in the 


fea to cover the nigheit mountains But let fuch remember 
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iron alone fortwo hundred years would reduce the mo 
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| that he who from nothing created the univerfe, can meet with 
no'difficulty in executing hisdefigns, But to return from this. 
digreflion. The general opinion is that the hat anddorge were 
“® fabricated by the antidiluvians, and brought from the old world 
iB by the waters of the deluge—Yet I rather incline to think that 
#@ America, many ages before Columbus difcovered it, was inhabit- 
| ed by apolifhed people acquainted with the arts,* and that this 
hat and forge, and the many other things of like nature that have » 
been difcovered in vatious parts of it, were fabricated by the 
 @ Americans and not by the Antidiluvians, as the Doctor imagined. 
- @ America has been but a fhort time known; we know little of 
its furtace, and much lefs of what its bowels contain, many aWy 
ful revolutions may have happened in it: and it may fill be ~ 
{ubject to violent convulfions. | 
= ‘The branches of the Indian river are navigable within a few 
miles of the {wamp, and afford numerous fprings of the Spaw er 
iron mineral waters. Here then is to be had in the vicinity of 
each other, the fea water, the Spaw water, and the fwamp water, 
fpecifically different, and each poffefling great medical virtues. 
_ As I but juft mentioned the air before, 1 {nall here urge fome 
© further reaions in fupport of what I then advanced. I lay it 
wn asa fact that will not. be controverted, that. there are 
holefome, as well as unwholefome fumes, vapours capable of 
reftoring health, as well as of filling.men’s bodies with difeafes. 
Though men have been lefs curious ino bferving the former, than 
s the latter; it being natural to our fenfes to havea quicker feel- 
ing of injury than benefits. Ifthe fhade of the walnut gives the 
= lead-ake, and mak :s the body coftive ; if the vapour from the 
j Yew, is mortal to them that fleepunder it ; if the effluvia of the 
f poppy procures fleep; or, if the {mell of the bean bloffoms dif 
s orders the fenfes, with making but a flight imprefion on. the ‘ 
olfactory nerves; we may well argue from a parity of reafoning, 
s that the ftrong action of the fun upon the Pine, the Cedar, the 
= Cyprefs, and an infinite number of other aromatic fhrubs raifes, 
atmofpheres of great efficacy, which may abound with a fubtil 
{piritabfolutely inimitable by art. And yet fofriendly and falubrious 
| to thofe, who live within the fphere of its a€tion as to have very 
id and wonderful effeéts on their conftitutions. Hence 
m@ then I conclude, when thefe trees are diftroyed, the country 


* The great Mr. Locke was of opinion th@®the lofs of 
polifhed people toa fate of barbarity, 
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encreafing in the ufual way till I had thirty nine, but be 
thirty nine I could never go, this was my ne plus ultra. For 


confiderable time I was puzzled to inveftigate the caufe of ig | 


but mentioning it one day to an old forefter he laughed, and tol 
me drily, it was much éafier to over-ftock a plantation with bees, 
than with cattle or horfes. I have tried it feveral times, fays 
he, and always found that ten or twelve was a fufficient flock for 
my place, but you who live near the fwamp may keep more. 
At the latter end of the fummer, annually, and early in the fall, 
rabits, which are like the hares cf Europe, are found here in fuch 
plenty, that a perion without giving himfelf much trouble, might 
kill thirty of them in aday. But at that feafon they are not 
good, being apt to have worms in their necks, which the country 
people eall wolves. It is remarkable that no females are found 
in the Winter, nor males in the fummer; the vulgar opinion is, 
that they change their fex with the feafon.—I have finiled at 
them for their credulity, and they in their turn have Jaughed at 
me for my want of faithin fo plaina cafe. It would, eile, 
be unphilofcphical to deny a fact, becaufe we are not able to 
account for it. Our woods abound in fquirrels and what may 


appear ftrange, I never heard of a perfon that fhot one big with 


young. Itis probable, therefore, that they carry their young 
but a fhort time, and during their ftate of pregnancy carefully 
conceal themfelves. 


Roben Red Breafis ard many other kinds of birds take up 


their winter quarters here, and the variety of berries afford them 
plenty of food. ‘he owls here are the largeft I ever faw ; my 
don thot one-fome time ago that meafured four feet’ nine inches 
from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other ; his head was as 

big as that of a large calf, and looked more like one than the 
bead ofabird. His legs were feathered quite down to the claws, 
which were two inches long ; thefe formidable talons he well 
knew how to ufe, and frequently exercifed them on my pigs, 
turkeys, and geefe. 

» Snakes are lefs plenty here than a ftranger would imagine, 
which may be owing to various caufes: Firft, the fwamps are 
covered with water in the winter; and the faft-land adjoming 
them is fo low, that water may be had any where by digging a 
foot, fo that they muft adjuft their habitation with great prec*fion, 
or perith either by the w ater underneath or the froft above.’ I 
have frequently feen them dug out of the earth in winter, and 
have examined their ho les, which are directly like the bore of a 
pump but Mifrer. But to find out how they mace them coft me 
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{oifie pains, and had I not actually feenthem at work, fhould have: 
a {@ been ready to conclude, they had compelled fome other creatures 
5,  {@ by the fafcinating power they are faid to poffefs, to perform this 
d drugery for them; for of all the reptiles that I know, none ap-. 
Sy pear lefs qualified than the fnake to execute fuch a tafx. The 
$ method is this: they gointo the next ftream or puddle of water, 
or and then immediately to the fpot where they intend to make thew 
ye hole and coil themfelves up, and as the body is wet it licks up 
1, the loofe earth orfand; they then return to the water as before, 
tt and thus alternately from the hole to the water by an eafy pro+ 
rt cefs, until they prepare their winter habitations; and this they 
ot are compelled to fubmit to or perifh when they cannot difcover 
v natural caves or holes that are convenient for them to fpend.the 
«6 =Swinterin.. It may be thought that the making thefe holes isa 
s, work of infinite labour; but it is no fuch mighty tafk, forby  - 
at wriggling and writhing the joints of their bodies about, they bring 
at eut more earth at once than a perfon would imagine. Nor could 
Ty fnakes if they poffeffed all the reafon that mankind boaft of, per- 
to -@ form this work in a more fimple or expeditious way. -Mercitul 


and good God, what reafon have we to adore thy boundle{s per- 
th difplayed in every creature ! | 
ng 2. Ido notaflert that fnakes uniformly make their holes in this 
ly manner, becaufe I know that many are found in holes very dit- 
ferent from thofe juft difcribed. Few people feem to difbes. 
Up: lieve the fafcinating power of fnakes, mention only the fubject, 


mm and every one is ready to tell fomething wonderful about it~. 
ry 8 Indeed many affert the fact pofitively ; for myfelf I have 
es j@ never been able to fee a fingle inftance of it fince I have lived 
as. here ; nor have I ever heard it accounted for.* We are told 
he %& that in fome countries the peafants catch larks by the help of a 


vs, ( ‘mall mirror, by throwing on them the rays of light, and that if 
el} ever fo high in the air, thy are, by a kind of fafcination, brought 


gs, downto the fnare. Now why may not fnakes by a peculiar 
| mechanifin of the eye be able to reflect the rays of light in fome 

1¢, fm fuchmanner on the eyes of their prey, and thus either totally blind: - 
ire fm them or bewilder them fo much, as that they know not how to 
ng jm ¢fcape from their enemy, when they are once ftopt from flight ‘ 
‘ 

I @ * Since the above I find it Philofephically examined in.the 
nd Encyclopedia, where the author fhews that cats and other 
r_ fe creatures, do nearly the fame in catching their prey by ef- 


fluvia darted from the eye of the oney to the eye of the 
Other. 
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fore us, and to prevent fuffocation, were obliged to keep our 


- Mouths clofe to the ground; yet the vapour and®afhes we una- 


Yoidably took in with our breath caufed fuch an oppreffion of the 


-breaft, that it altered the natural tone of our voices; mine, J 


have not yetrecovered. The feene was grand and terriffic, the 


Whole city of Philadelphia in flames, would give yyou but a faint 


idea of this tremendous conflagration — 
and more wide it fpread, and feem’'d to frame 
** Huge lofty walls, and batciements of flame.’?’ 
A conftant ftrong blaze, at the fame time of mary miles fquare 


and at leaft one hundred feet high; the trees falling, the fire 


* 


Yoaring, the atmofphere full of live coals at an’ amazing height, 


Iike flaming meteors. In fhort, it appeared as if the laft fatal 


conflagration of this globe was begun. The light of this fire 
was feen feventy miles off. The.extent then of the horizon 


illuminated by it, muft have been upwards of four hundred and 


er twenty miles. Large quantities of coals were found on the fea 
fhore, fourteen miles from the place where the fire then raged. 


- September 1778, an exceeding dry time, as my fon was 
coming out of the fwamp, he difcovered a raining-tree, his ac- 


‘count led. me immediately to examine it, which I found literly 


true.. In order to eftablith fuch an uncommon fact, I invited 
feveral perfons of good fenfe and veracity, among whom were 
general Dagworthy and his lady, to be witnefles of this fingular 
phenomenon. 3 

During all the time it rained, the weather was very dry, the 
mercury inthe barometer fiood higher than I had obferved it for 
two month before ; and there were few clouds to be feen; the 


_ drops were very {mall and fhot out bevond the branches of the 


tree, it afforded one continued fhower of fine rain for the fpace of 
‘three weeks and then left off, till September 1779, when it be- 
gan again and rained nearly as long as before. In 1780, though 
J vifited it often, 1 could never find’ it raining, which led me to 
conclude as the tree fhewed evident fymptoms of decay, that it 


~ “would rainno more. But in September 1781, it began again, 
. byt did not continue to rain for more than two weeks. In Au- 
#pult 1782, it was fcorched by the great fire, fince which time it 


"has uot rained at all. The tree that poffeffes this fingular pro- 
perty, is an old black gum, about two feet in-diameter, and full 
‘ixty feet high, it ftands on the faft land about two bundred yards 
from the cedar fwamp; and there is a water hole near it, that is 
feldom dry. The drops tafted like rain water, and my daughter 
was of opinion that it was a fine cofinetic. It_is not difficult te 
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| wth fuch force from thence, is utterly beyond nry philofopby to” 


17976 


conceive that shis tree may have an extraordinary power to 
pymp up the juices or fap from theroots in greater aby niance™ 
than will affimilate, but W, or iff “what manner it is projeéled’ 


~ 


account for. We have many other kinds of trees growing here, 
fuch as the faffafffis, many of which are more than than three feet 
in diameter ; the afh, the various kinds of oak, the poplar, the elm, 
the holley, the hickory and tite pine, the Jatt of which is verv 
fuitable formafis. We have a great variety of grape vines, a 
one that is very fingular, being more like a fhrub than a vine, and” 
very different in the leaf from other grape vines and I bes” 
peculiar to this fituation. Many other trees are 
here, but to enumerate them particularly, would be f welling my == 
account too much and only tire your patience. Thefe are the 
productions of the higher grounds, the. fwamps are fill moré 
fruitful and. would abundantly compenfate the acidity and batren- 
ne{s of the foil around seg if they were properly improved. : @ 
The foil is a black mould, three feet deep, and muft contai"a 
large portion. of the vegetative principle or pabulum, as appears 
from the immenfe quantity of timber it every where produces. 


Thefe fwamps have never been explored with a_trie Boranie 
niofity, though it is probable they contain many valuable plants and = 


ihrubs, What is very remarkable, fcarcely any thing grows ch | 


them, that is not either :efinous, aromatic, or bitter. The waters, a 


wherever they flow, uniformly produce either the green or bald id 
cyprefs. The feeds of thofe trees it is probablefall info it, and’ . 
are catried to, the. various parts of the. country, where they ‘are 7 
found growing. . aa 
Before the laft fire large quantities of honey was poured in” g 
the hollow cedars, not inferior to. that of Hybla or Hymettus.— 
This will readily be imagined, when it is confidered? that the. 
fwamps produce immenfe quantities of aromatic flowers. Some 
of the pia that has beeg found here meafured eighteenfeetin. _s 
length. The fagacity of the bears in difcovering the bee treseaies. » 
is truly amazing, and fhows their fenfe of fmelling, or feeing, to. = : 
be very accute; they are often obliged to make feveral attempts ~ g 
on.a tree before they come at the honey, and the marks they a 
leave on it are an infallible proof to the hunter, that/theré is * ' 
honey contained in the tree. Ihad read ofa partfh prieft in 
Spain, who had five thoufand bee-hives: this led me to imagine 
that large quantities of honey might eafily be made heré—in 
order to curry my {theme iato execution; T immediately “pur- 
chaicd ten. hives, as a flock to begin with; this gfock went on, 
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feeds are enclofed in a foft membrane about the bignefs of a 
pea, the owtiide of whichis rough and angular; the; bark is of a 
dark red or reddifh brown, .and_rough with deep furrows on its 
furdace, from-which oozes.a ‘fine traniparent gum that. is excel, 
lent for freth wounds, and.which I incline to think may,-be. the 
“true frankincence. * ‘Lhe wecd is foft, but.very curable and 
by reafon of its gum not fubject to be eaten with, worms, there 
are many initances of trees lying down of two, and three feet di- 
- «ameter, and others of the fame bignefs growing dire¢ily upon, 
themvand both equally icund. The cedarisof,quick growthanad 
propagated from the ieed only. The water foufdamong thefe,, 
cedars though flagnant, never putrifies, is always perfectly clear, ° 
and in colour refembles flrong beer. It hasa indefcrib-. 
able tafte, but not difagreeable.’ Indry feafonis it taftes much of 
the acid, and fparkles when poured ‘into -a glafs. ‘The people” 
that dfink it are of athin habit, but healthy, and live tilfa very 
old age. Ido not find. from enquiry or recolleS&lion, a fingle 
— | fiance of any perfon that has uted this water conftintly, dying. 
ia fince T have livéd here, which is now upwards of nineteen, years. 
a The air too, by its falubrious and healing virtues. may contribute: 
ie not a little to their longevity. It may abcund with balfamic™ 
Lie volatile effluvia... I had for feveral years entertained .an opinion 
that thefe waters would petrefy wood. This induced me in the 
year 1765, to put a few pieces of holley into it: But upon exa- 
a mining them the laft fimmer, I could find nothing like petre- ° 
fa€tion in any of them. ‘The prefumption then is that thefe 
| & waters pofiefs no fuch quality; or at leaft that holley is not 
Aa fufceptable of it. What led me to imagine they had this quality, 
was frem obferving a’ ftratum of earth about eighteen inches from 
the furface, that breaks into fquare_ pieces and had the appear- 
ance of indigo; it was inflamable like good pit coal but not fo’ 
| The bald cypreffes are alfo colle&ted together, but they take J 
pofieilion ofthe lowelt and moft watry places. “Though thort of 
the green, with refpe& to numbers, they full cover a vaft tract, © 


~~ — 


* Perhaps that of the cedar of Lebanus might bée fweeter. 
—Tho’ fome fay_it proceeds from a fpecies' of ‘juniper, but 
the firft fecms moft probzble, | 


: 


Th phyficians ufed to fend their patients who 
were troubled with weak Jungs, to the Ifle of Candia § 
ubounding with cvprefs, where, from the falubriows 
alone, very few failed of a perfeét cure. | | 
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and vieoWith the green, nay; furpafs themaadvevery othertree 
found here, in*magtitude, is a beautifaltree and fingularm 
the manner of “its: ected At: rifles to one hundred and: forty 
eet; ‘having but few branches till near the top, and théfefpread 
dike an umbrella. ~The tranks of thefe trees are frequently ‘cohe. 
met with fromfour to fix aud eight feet in diameter ; but thefe 
large ones are apt to be hollow. They are called the bald ey 

prefs to diftinguith them from the green, becaufe they fhed ‘0 
leaves late in autumn. The bark is a lighter reddifh® browny 


# 


Fplit into flender fcales and of a refinous fmell; the leaves’ are .<. 


hort and of a beautiful pale green; the flowers’ finall. ad q 


confiderable ;* and the fruitisa kind of iint about the bignefs of 
a nutmeg, whiclt itréfembtes a little in colour and tafte;f¢ It ts 
of a firm fubftance, but when ripe, divides ‘into feveral parts and” 
the feed falis out. The fruit before dry, ‘contains a fine liquid 
gum, perfeétly pellucid and very fragrant, ‘and has a’ powerful 
ftyptic quality, as I once experienced when gathering them, From 
the-roots of thofe trees, which run a great way fromthe trank, 
grow hundreds of protuberances, which fhoot up to eight or ten 
feet high, of a true Conic figure their apex at top round and 
They are ufually hollow. ‘The tops are made ufe of 


by the country people for well buckets and other purpofesy “Bat 


the many fires we have had-here, have very mtuch leffuned ‘the 
humber of the green, as well as of the bald cyprefles; the moft 
terrible conflagration happened in June 1782; the fwampbemg 
fit that time exceeding dry, by forme means took fire and burnt 
for many weeks beta much ‘netice was taken cf it. ~The 
drought ¢ofitinuing ‘and the fire conftantly fpreading, it was 
én the 20th of Auguft, about two hours before-funtet, driven by 
a ftrong fonthweft wind, with fuch inconceivable fury, “that it 
mowed or otherwife deftr oyed, at leaft three thoufand acres of 
thefe venerable cedars in Tels than twelve hours—with myfelf 
and family my buildings and property were in the utmoft danger, 
and hail not the wind ] providentially fhifted, muft have “perithed . 


The finoak was fo thick'that we éould not fee a be- 


* Unlefs among Botanifts, who might difcant on ‘thei 
Calix, Petals, Stamina, Anthera, Seed Buds, Stigma 


Cone or Seed veffel, &c. 


_ t Phyficians oblerve that the cones of the Cyprets ‘are 
highly aftringent and ftrengtbening and ther éfore gay 
of great ufe ii flow remittent Fevers. 
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“of the valets, and then that of the fubsvaléts ' after this are the 
‘cabins of the yr olois, or laft clafs of employed in the 
“float, of whom eighty or an hundred fleep upon itraw in each; to 
the number of more thafi four hundred in all. There: is, lafily, 
“one large ‘eating-room, in which the greater: part of this ‘crew 
. “dine at the fame time. 

The pilot who conducts the fleet from Andernach to Dutta 
“dorff. quits it there, and another is engaged at the fame falary, 
“that is, Eve hundred florins, or 42 I. ; each has’ his fub-pilot, at 
nearly, the fame price, About twenty tolls are” paia in the 
“Courfe of the voyage. the auiount of which ‘varies with the lize 
“of the fieet and the. eftimation of tte value, in which latter re- 
‘fpec the proprietors are fo much fubjeé to. the caprice of cut 
“tom-houfe officers that the firft fignal of their intention to depart 
to collet all thefe gentlemen from the néighbourhood,, and to 
“give them a grand dinner on board. After this, the float is 
. and meafured, and théir demands upon the owners fet. 

d 

On the morning of departus e, every labourer. takes. his 

poft, the rowers on their benches, the guides of the leading rafts 
“on theirs, and each boat’s crew in its own veilel. The “eldet 
of the valet-mafters then makes the tour of the. whcle float, ex- 
“amines the labourers, pafiés them in review, and difimifles thofe, 
who are.unfit. He afterwards addrefies themin a fhert peech ; 
“yeconimends regularity and alertnefs ; and repeats the terms of 
their engagement, that each fha!l have five crow ns and a half, 


-befides provifions, for the Grdinary voyage ; that, ih cafe of le 


“day by accident, they fhall work three days gratis ; but that, af 
“ter that time, each fhail be paid at the rate of twelve creitzers, 
“about four pence, per day. 
After this, the labourers have a repaft. and then. each being: at 
“his poft, the pilot, who flands on high near the rudder’, takes 


his hat and calls out,“ Let us all pray.” In an inftant there is 


“the happy {pe@tacle of al! thefe numbers on their knees, implor 


“ing a bleifing on their undertaking. 
arichors, which were faftened on the are now 


“brought on board the pilot gives a fignal and the rowers put the 
float in motion, while the crews of the feveral 


Found 1 it to facilitate the departure. 


i in Holland is the dent nation of all thefe floats, the 


_of one of which occupies .feveral months, and 
“duces 3 Horins, or more than 30,000 b 
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= to fundry queries relative the Indian River, of 


Swamps, in the Delaware State, in a letierto 


Thomas M‘ Kean, from a citizen of the faid flate. 


Hownoarep Sir, | 


{ HE Indian River Swamps, otherwife called the Cyprefs 
Swamps, are fituated in Delaware and Maryland States, a little 
to the Southward of the true Cape Henlopen and diftant from the 


fea about ten miles. They are full feven miles from Eaft to 


Weft and ten or twelve from North to South, fo chat they muft 
contain near fifty thoufand acres of land. Several rivers are 
traced up to this great fource, fuch as the Pocomoke, the Indian 


- River and St. Martins.—The firft of thefe traverfes the Penin- 


fila to the Southweft and falls into the Chefapeak——the two latter 
run Eaft and fall into the Atlantic.—The whole of this tmmenfe 


Swamp is a high and level bafon and confequently very wet; . 


tho’ undoubtedly the higheft Jand between the fea and the bay, 
the waters defcending from it in all directions, ‘Till the year 
feventeen hundred and fifty-nine it lay in a meafure unlocated, 
and was theught to be of little value: but fince that period moft 
of it has been furveyed for different proprietors—-As early as 


_ the year 1726, general Dagworthy’s father patented a a5 


uantity of it; and fince that date tht general has added confi- 
rably to what his father had before fecured. 


_ About one fifteenth part of this vaft traét was once covered 


with the beautiful green cyprefs, or rather cedar, whofe regular 
and majeftic height caft fuch a venerable fhadethat it kept every 
other tree of the foreft at an awful diftance and imprefsed the 


beholder with a religious folemnity. The cedars always grow 


_ at a diftance from the faftland and are every where furrounded 


with maple or gum. It appears as if nature intended the latter 
as a guard to check the fury of the violent winds incident to our 
fituation—And indeed it is certain that without fuch protection 
the former would always be blown down before they had ac- 
quired their full growth; as their roots enter the foil but a little 


1a way or rather grow upon it. The cedar has few, or no, brats, 


ches, except near the top; the Jeaves are fhort and of a fine 


frong green; the flowers are finall and grow in cluflers; the 
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the fafhionable drefS) placed in front: he has his engineersy. 
who are diftinguifhed by their titles ; and we with a fparkling: | 


crofs advantageoufly placed, know how difficult it is for an ene-- 

»  wmhynottoyield. It is we, indeed, who ftrengthen and extend. 
~~» Several legal difcuffions now follow, the aridity of which, de. 


t i » © fot permit our gay pleader to take his happy flights. But he. 
; 


» appears with all his felicity of imagination in his peroration. 
After having informed us that there exitt above 120: 
coeffeurs de dames at Paris, he thus clofes his-oration : 


| Some rigid. cenfurers will perhaps fay, they could.do very. 


- well without us, and that if there were lefs art and ornaments at, 
the toilettes of the ladies, things would be all for the better. It 
is not for us to jucge,.if the-manners of Sparta were preferable 


in the glafly fountains imterweaves fome flowers. in her treffes, 
and adorns herfelf with natural_graces, merits.a greater homage: 
than thofe brilliant citizens, who fkilfully employ the refine- 
ments of fafhionable drefs, we muft take the age in the fate we: 


fubfift with them,” 
Shortly afterwards the cafe, in favour of the coeffeurs was 


bunal to which the fait was brought. The coeffeurs, however, 
umphed over the monfter of chicanery. The ladies had taken 


ful folicitations. ‘This im 


their coeffeurs, as of the moft national confequence,” 


TIMBER FLOATS ON THE RHINE. 


. 


or fhort lan 


may be formed from this lift of dimenfions. 


to thofe of Athens; and if the fhepherdefs who gazes. on herfelf 


find it. We feel 2 congenial difpofition to the living mannersy F 
to which.we owe our exiftence, and while they fubhft we nmuft 


gained their cauie againft the perruquires, and the graces tri- 


ordered to be fupprefied, es unworthy of the majefty of the tri- § 


a warm interefi in their favour, and formed for them moft power-§ 
portant trial was crouded by a moftif 
brilliant aflemblage, and when the grave decifions of the court} 
were finally made, it was approved by a fudden clapping of hands] 
from the anxious beauties of Paris, who confidered the affair of | 


HESE are formed chiefly at Andernach, but confift of the # 

: tellings of almoft every German foreft, which, by ftreamy§ 
4 carriage, can be brought to the Rhine. Having § 

pafled the rocks of Bingen and the rapids of St. Goar in {mall des] 
tachments, the feveral rafts are’ campacted at fome town, not 
higher than Andernach, into one immente body, of which an idea & 
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to.90 ; the de iy when manned with the whole crew, 
Yeet long, of which ten compole.a raft. 


sent claffes are employed, maintained and lodged, during the « — 
whole voyage ; anda Titthe {treet of deal huts is but upon it foe 


diftingui hed from the other apartments by being fomewhat bet. 


| Rosin, and are always either of oak, or fir-trees, bound together 
-at their tops, and ftrengthened with firs, faftened upon them 


| each having a name ufed only by the float-mafters; among the 
largeft are cables of fou hundred yards long and eleven inches 


& fifteen thoufand pounds of cheefe, one thoufand or fifteen, 
§ hundred. pounds ofb butter, eight hundred or one thoufand pounds 


matters of the valets, have alfo their apartment ; near itis that 
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. The length is from 700 to. 1000 feet ; the breadth from 


feven feet. ‘The trees in the principal rafts.are not lefs than 70 


On this fort of floating ifland, five hundred labourers of differ. 4 | 
their reception, The captain’s dwelling and the kitchen are’ +f * 


The firft rafts, laid down in this ftruGture, are called foun 


croffwavs by iron fpikes. When this foundation has beencare- 
fully compacted, the other rafis are Jaid uponit, the trees of eoeee | 
being bound together in the fame manner, and each 

tum faltened to that beneath it. The furface is rendered even; 


“ftore-houles and other apartment are railed ; and te whole is 


again ftrengthened by large mafls of oak. 
Before the main body proceeds, feveral thin and narrow rafts, 
ompofed only of one floor of timbers, which, being held at‘a” 


F certain diftance from the float by mafts of oak, are tied to give 
§ it direStion and force, according to the efforts of the labourers’ 


wpon them. 

Behind it, are a great number of fmall boats, of which fifteen 
or fixteen, guided by feven men each, are laden with anchors. 
and cables ; others contain articles of light rigging,~and fome - 
-areufed for meflages from this populous and important fleet to : 
the towns, which it paffes. There are twelve forts of cordage, ~~ 


diameter, Iron chains are alfo uledj in feveral parts of the flruc. 
‘ture. 

The of provifions‘on board fuch a float is eftimat- 
ed for each voyage at fifteen or twenty thoufand pounds of frefle 
meat, between forty and fifty thoufand pounds of bread, ten or 


‘of dried Bais: and five or fix hundred tons of beer. 

The apartments on the deck are, firft, that of the pilot, #& 
which is near one of the magazines, and, oppofite to it, thatof ~~ 
‘the perfons called mafters of the float: another clafs, called 
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the then fafhionable drefs) placed in front: he has his engineers 
who are diftinguifhied by their titles ; and we with a {parkling: @ ‘fe 
crofs advantageouily placed, know how difficult it is for an ene- # 

mhy not to yield. It is we, indeed, who flrengthen and extend, @ er 
the empire of beauty.” 
* Several legal difcuffions now follow, the aridity of which, dof th 


. “fot permit our gay pleader to take his happy flights. But he.% dil 
» appears withall his felicity of imagination in his peroration. | te 


' After having informed us that there exift above 12008 
coeffeurs de dames at Paris, be thus clofes his.oration : @ da 
Some rigid cenfurers will perhaps fay, they could.do very, .at 


. well without us, and that if there were lefs art and ornaments at, cr 


the toilettes of the ladies, things would be all for the better... 100% ful 
is not for us to jucge,.if the-manners. of. Sparta were preferable -ea 
to thofe of Athens; and if the fhepherdefs who gazes. on herfelf@e tu 
in the glafly fountains imterweaves fome flowers. in her treflesy fto 
and adorns herfelf with natural graces, merits.a greater homage:jm ag 
than thofe brilliant citizens, who fkilfully employ the refine-@ | 
ments of fafhionable drefs, we muft take the age in the fate we: -co 
find it. We feel a congenial difpofition to the living mannersyiy Ce: 
to which, we owe our exiftence, and while they fubfift we 1t 
fubfift with them.” 
Shiortly afterwards the cafe, in favour of the coeffeurs was 
ordered to be fupprefied, 2s unworthy of the majefty of the. tri, @-or 
bunal to which the fuit was brought. The coeffeurs, howeversgy an 
gained their caufe againft the perruquires, and.the graces tries 
umphed over the monfter of chicanery. The ladies had taken 
warm intercfi in their favour, and-formed for them moft 
ful folicitations. ‘This important trial was crouded by a moftig lar 
brilliant aflemblage, and when the grave decifions of the courtidia 
were finally made, it was approved by a fudden clapping of handggtur 
from the anxious beauties of Paris, who confidered the affay off 
their coeffeurs, as of the moft national confequence,” e 


TIMBER FLOATS ON THE RHINE. 


PYNLESE are formed chiefly at Andernach, but confift of they? 
: tellings of almoft every German foreft, which, by flreamyi§ 
or fhort land carriage, canbe brought to the Rhine. Hav inggay 
paffed the rocks of Bingen and the rapids of St. Goar in {mall desi 
tachments, the feveral rafts are’ campacted at fome town noty 
higher than Andernach, into one immenfe body, of which an cea 
may be formed from this lit of dimentions. ¥ 
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; the depth, when manned with the whole crew, 
feven feet. The trees in the principal rafts.are not lefs than 7o | 
Yeet long, of which ten compole.a raft. “ 1 
On this fort of floating ifland, five hundred labourers of differ- ~~. 
ent claffes are employed, maintained and lodged, during the “4.” 
B whole voyage ; anda little ftreet of deal huts is built upon it for”, A 
their reception, The captain’s dwelling and the kitchen are 
diltinguifhed from the other apartments by being fomewhat bet- 


The length is from 700 to. 1000 feet ; the breadth from ip 


The firft rafts, laid down in this ftructure, are called the foun. 

® dation, and are always either of oak, or fir-trees, bound together 
ye -at their tops, and ftrengthened with firs, faftened upon them 
t.fm croflways by iron fpikes. When this foundation has been care- 
tf fully compacted, the ether rafts are laid uponit, the trees of 
each being bound together in the fame manner, and each fra- 
fle tum faltened to that beneath it. The furface is rendered even; 
sy(m ftore-houles and other apartment are raifed ; and the whole is 
ef again ftrengthened by large mafls of oak. 
e-™ Before the main body proceeds, feveral thin and narrow rafts, 
vele -compofed only of one floor of timbers, which, being held ata’ 
rspae certain diftance from the float by mafts of oak, are ufed to give 
ut it direStion and force, according to the efforts of the labourers’ 

upon them. 

rage —-«sdBehind it, are a great number of {mall boats, of which fifteen 
+ieupeor fixteen, guided by feven men each, are laden with anchors. 
eryge and cables ; others contain articles of light rigging,and fome - 
trix eareufed for meffages from this populous and important fleet to eo 
ken) the towns, which it pafles. There are twelve forts of cordage, ~~ 
|-each having a narne ufed only by the float-mafters; among the 
©, largeft are cables of fouf hundred yards long and eleven inches 
urteediameter. Tron chains are alfo ufedin feveral parts of the firuc. 


© . The confumption of provifionson board fuch a float is eftimat. 
Wed for each voyage at fifteen or twenty thoufand pounds of frefh 
meat, between forty and fifty. thoufand pounds of bread, ten or 
Mfifteen thoufand pounds of cheefe, one thoufand or fifteen, 
shbundred pounds of butter, eight hundred or one thoufand pounds 


> shemmof dried meat, and five or fix hundred tons of beer. : 
amg the apartments on the deck are, firit, that of the pilot, # 
vingggwhich is near one of the magazines, and, oppofite to it, thatof ~~ 


x 
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des 


he perfons called mafters of the float : another clafs, called 
mafters of the valets, have alfo their apartment ; near it is that 
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the tpen falhionalble drefs) phiced't in he 
who are diftinguiflied by thei titles ; and we. with a {parklingtt 
_ advantageoufly placed, know how difficult for.an 
 whynot toyield, It is we, who ftrengthen and 
q empire of beauty.” | 
Several legal difcuffions new Sillow, ‘the which, dal 
permit our gay pleader to take happy But heg 
* appears withall his felicity of imagination in his peroration. 
After having informed us. that there exift above 
coeffeurs de dames at Paris, he thus clofes a 
Some rigid cenfurers will perhaps fay, they could.do 
. well without us, and that if there were lefs art and ornaments.a 
the toilettes of the ladies, things would be all. for the better. - 1 
is not for us to judge,.if the manners. of. Sparta were. peclerai 
to thofe of Athens; and if the fhepherdefs, who gazes. on herfe 
in the glafly fountaing interweaves fome. flowers. in her 
ahd adorns herfelf with natural.graces, merits.a greater 
than thofe brilliant citizens, who fkilfally employ the refines 
ments of fafhionable drefs, we muft take the age in the fate we 
find it. We feel a congenial difpofition to the living manne 
to which,we owe our exiftence, and. while they we 
fabliit with them.” 
Stiortly afterwards the-café, in favour of the 
 ordered’to be fupprefied, es unworthy of the of the, 
which the fait was brought. The eurs, howeves a an 
their cauie againft the perruquires, the graces trig are 
over the monfter of The ladies had 
@ warm intere{i in their favour, and: formed for them moft powergs peat 
fal folicitations. ‘This important trial was crouded by a moll par 
brilliant aflembiage, and when the grave decifions of the courg : Baia 
were finally made, it was approved by a fudden clapping of he gtor 
from the: anxious of Paris, confidered 
poeffeurs, as of the moft national confequence,”. 
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BER FLOATS ON THE RHIN. 


HESE. are formed’ chiefly at Andernach, but confift of th 
tellings of almoft every German foreft, which, by ftreams 
er fort land carriage, canbe brought to the Rhine, Having 
" pafled the rocks of Bingen and the rapids of St. Gear in {imal deg 
tachments, the feveral rafts are’ at fome town. 
higher than Andernach, into one immenfe body, of which anid 
mayybe formed from this hit of 
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. The le ngth is from, 700 to. 1000. feet the breadth | 
40.90; the th, when manned wath the whole crew, 
Seven feet. The trees in the pringipal rafts.are not 

feet long, of which ten compote, rafts 

On this fort of floating ifland, five of 

ent clailes. are employed, maintained and lodged, durin 

whole voyage anda little fireet of deal huts is built vpn 

their reception. ‘The captain’s dwelling and the kitchen are <- + 

"The firft rafts, laid down in this ftrughire, ae ced foe 

and are always either of oak, or fir-trees, bound together 

at their ‘tops, and ftrengthened with firs, faftened upon them == 99 

croffways by iton fpikes. When this foundation has care- 

Gm fully compacted, the ether rafts are laid uponit, the trees of aan 

| each being bound together m the fame manner,.and each fitg- y 


fattened to hid it. . The furface is rendered 

itore-houles and other apartment are raifed ; and the whole. 3 
again ftrengthened by, large mafls of- oak... 4 


«Before the main body feveral thin ‘and 
compofed only of one Foor of timbers, which, beingheld’ave 
sam certain diftance from the float by mafts of oak, are Wed to give a 
it diretion and force, to the efforts of the 
‘upon them, 
CBehind it, are a great of which ‘fifteen’ 
time or fixteen, guided by feven men each, are laden wwith anchers. =. 
and cables ; others contain articles..of light rigging,“and fome - 
for meffages from this populous and important fleet to 
the towns, which it paffés. There are twelve forts of cordage, 
epume cach having a name ufed only by the float-mafters; among the . 
largelt are cables of fouf hundred yards long and elevgn inches 
ust diameter. Tron chains are alfo, in faveral parts of the 
med for each voyage at fifteen or Sana thoufand pounds of fret: 
between forty and fi pounds of bread, ten or 
thoufand pounds: one thoufand or fifteen, 
Bbundred, -pounds ofb butter, eight hundred or one thoufand pounds” 
dried meat, and five or fixbundred tonsof beer. 
m ‘The apartments on the deck are, firft, that of the cide, 
ich is near Oné of the magazines, and, oppofite to it, fiat of 
ons called mafters of the float: another clafs, Called - 
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We refer you to citizen Gatnier, merchant of Toulon, eftablin. 
-ed foriharly at Satalia, who forwarded to France by the way of. 
‘Leghorn, a cafket of about twenty-two inches in length and @ prif 
thirteen in depth and breadth, containing fome feeds of the Ar. & and 
‘chipellago of the Caramanie, of Crete and Egypt, -alfo fome § bec 
bulbous roots of different countries. They are addreffed to the fm fr 

‘Fardin des plantes. . But our intention is, that they may be that 
©) @pened only in the prefence of citizens L’Heritier and Bels, who 
fhhall tak each a third part for fowing and cultivating them fe- 
_. Pparately. This precaution is neceffary to the progrefs of Botany, J and 
>) and we flatter ourfelves, by this means to find at our return thofe & . 
= plants in cultivation, the feeds of which we had only feen bere- | 
tofore, and which we fhould be very forry to loofe. Inform'me anc 
by: your firft letter, I entreat you, if the box of feeds fent to ma 
Leghorn in 1793 and that fent to the ambaflador at Conftanti- §§ P?? 
nople-the year following, are fafely arrived. No perfon has yet fm 


nature, and the prevailing topic of converfation, It was bought §& of 


given us the intelligence. to the Mafeum thofe 
: paffages of ‘my letter which may be interefting and inform” ‘the 
them that we have gathered in pt a plentiful harveft of 
plants, birds and infeéts ; alfo a {mall colletion of the different 
granites, marbles, phophyrys, bafaltes and other ftenes made ufe 
i _ of in the architecture and fculpture of the ancient Egyptians. by 
Recall us to the remembrance of all our friends; they are often 
i the fubje&t of our converfations.. Adieu, dear friend, be happy, Be 
and letus often hear from you. A J- 
4 | qui 
nat 
Humourous Suit between the Hair-dreffers of Parise» 
Wy N 1769, an important caufe was broug ht Siclicd in the high > dif 
court of judicature. ‘This caule was molt extraordinary ary. 


> 2 with greateavidity, and was at once to be found on the dutky an 
detks of thelawyers, and brilliant toilettes of the ladies. It gr 
was entitled, ** For the cocfeurs du damesof Paris, againft the 
corporation of m: after-barbers, abd bagnio-keep ers.” the 
Itis proper to obferve. that the bagnio-keepers generally drefled [> 
= the ladies’ hair after bathing. gi 
Thofe haiw-lreffers who to drefs both fexes, in this 
cafe, maintained, that it was their exclufive privilege to drefs - he 
the ladies; aad indeed they had feveral of their adveriarnies ume ‘an 
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prétended that the’exelufive privilege was in their favour; ~ 
firft, the“art of dreffing ladies’ hair is a liberal art, and. “> 


maftér, who perhaps.thus unbended himfelf in the mid{t of more, 


thei rowtrperfons, maintains, that the art of drefling the ladies’ hair 


ouire very different modes ; every where we mult embellith 


beautify it. 
| variegated fhades ; we muft employ the chiar’ ofcuro, aud the © 


= wil nore expreflion to the graces. Sometimes the whitené 
| of the’ kin will be heighteited by the auburn tint of the locks, 


the effeurs de dames add: 


B Out hands the brilliant treafures of Golconda. Tous belongs the 


Khows what reliance he can’ make on a moon; (a tert of 


prifoned or ned, &c. Thefe in their turn defended themfclien 4 


foreign to the profeffion of fie, inaitres perruquiers . 
that the ftatute of the perruquiers does not give thepree 
tended exclufive right ; and, thirdly, that ‘they have fitherte 
oppre fled them, anit are indebted to them in con dérablé damage 
and interelts. 

It is probable that toting able pleader amufed himfelf in'draws 
ifig ‘up niemow. This frivolous cafe is condudied with art 
and elegance, and every where difplays the playful hand of a.” 


painful avocations. It will gratify the readers curiofity to extract 
of thefe brilliant pafflages. 
In the firkt diviion, the orator, who tuakés his clients in 


iga libe erabart : : andcompares it to thofe of the poet, the painter, and, 
the ftatua “ By thofe talents,” fay they, “ which are pects 
har to ou elves, we give new graces to the Beauty who is fang, 
bythe poet; -it is when fhe comes from undet our’ hands 

the ftatuary reprefent her: and if the locks 
Berenice have been placed aniong the ftars, who will deny: that 
to attain this fuperior glory the was firft in want of our aid 4g 

“ A forehead more’ or lefs open, a face more or lefs oval, re~. 


nature or correct hér deficiencies. It is alfo neceflary to col 
eiliate with the colour of the fleth, that of the dels which i is to 


“This is the art of the painter; we muft feize with tafte the, 
of thé fhadows; to give more {pifit to the 
and the too lively {plendour of thé fair will be foftened by the , 
greyilh caft with which we tingé the trefles.” 


dn another place, to prove ‘that the art has claims to genius, 


“ If the of the hair, and the varions’ colours 
give to the locks, do not anfwer our intention, we have. under 


py difpofition of the diamonds ; the placing the pearl pins, 
the of the feathers. The géneral army 
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-herce mafters; where five or {ixthoufand Mamelucs, born chrif 
.  tians, become flaves and circumciled, {port with the forttines and 
- idiveS of fome millions of mén, and only arrive at preferment @ 


=. through the medium of crimes; a country which in the hands of 
- a Wi overned people, might be the granary of the whole Or. 


»,.. fourto fix pence. Here, plague and famine often carry off half 
= =the population, whilft government difdains to pay any attention 
“== toit. Since the reign of Mourad-Bey, the population of Egypt 


Avabigiis fte2} and ftrip even to the neighbourhood of Cairo. 


Figure to yourfelf, a river three or four timés wider than the 


aw 
Empire, Here; believe it? The people ex- 
ience eften in eonfequence of monopoly, ail the horrors of 
famine, after having gathered plentifpl harveft#, Here grath is 

fometimes valued'at one farthing a potind, and fometimeés from 


t 


- is decreafed one half. Seme villages are entirely abandoned, 
and every city prefénts fcenes of frin. ~The dykes are broken’; 
th@ plains once fertile, are now ander water. Damietta fo lately 
“figar:fhing, will ere long difappear ; the fea has already deftroy- 
_ ‘€dits gardens ; andthe branch of the Nile which fertilized 
part of Egypt is no more navigable, becanfe the: waters pafs alc" ®. 
_ moft entirely through the canal of Manouf, and fall into the 
* ‘bratch of Roffette. ‘The caravans are pilfered by the Arabians 
‘and file that government fhares the plimder with them 


* 


The flocks of the Bey, were carried away by a band of them afew 
Gays before our arrival, about one league from the capital; and 
toring our Tefidence at Catro; the fuppér‘of’ Mourad-Bey, has 
been carried away from within gun fhot-of Grand Cairo. thal} 
hot quit my pen without {peaking further of a couritrv as aftot 

_, mifhing to the naturalift as to the politicioh and the philefopher. 


‘Seine, the declivity of which, is imperceptible from a 
Egypt to the fea, and which rifes annually at fixed periods, by” 
_ flow gradations, to more than twenty feet, and falls in the fame 
after having fertilized all the Tow countrits. A fiver 
“which contains nothing but a grofs oily atid a quick-fand, 
‘where not the fmalleitpebbles are to be feen. | 
A river navigable even at its loweft ebb, for boats winch draw | 
more than three feet water, Which cin rife and défcend, and which § 
arry two latin faits of an immoderate fize. Figure-to your. 
felf,a country fertile beyond imagmation, finely interfecied by | 
canals, where the productions 6f Emrope vegetate with the fame 
facility as thofe of the two Indias. where fugar, ind’go and rite: 
4uetesd in the North, whilf coffee. ¢aifia, fena, the tamarind and J 
othe a€acia-gum are alike fuccelsful in the Sotth. “The date,@ 
the fig, the oie wees and the vine thrive with the mulberry j 


of 
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from Cairg to the Lake of the Pilgrims, which extends 
if 
the Sear the the perts. of Alexan- 


dias, Arabia Aftiea 3 another which from 7 


that of fubmitting quietly to the conquerors. 


ents which the of kings has reared; the great 


a fingle picce of , 


the plice which Canope occupied, inthe neighbourhood of Cairo 


thofe who have dared'to: deftroyed em were 


whereas, wheat, barley and are cultivated 
{ugar and cotton, . Figure to. yourlelf,"a country wineh, nob. 
withftanding. an.arbitrary, and oppreffive goverutnent 
fo he patios of «great pat and 
all Arabias. fome of the Indian and European coufitries,and of = 
the whole Ottoman Eapire.. A-country which hasfeen the Red a — 


Sea up ited:to the Mediterranean by a ¢anal, whith we have | 


Suez crofies twenty-five leagues of the defers Cat anieye 3 
map, fee the the courfe of the 


per Egypt, crofles the Lake Marcottes and-ends twa. 1 ‘ 
the welt of that Old Port, named by the Greeks and 

will.fee how dufeepuble. this is of improvement, 
Figure to. yourfelf, accuitry where the peafantry are patient, 
active. and although they toil for hard ‘and unrélentinig 
anafters, who will fearcely allow. ye the neceffaries of: at 
where the famine of 1783, which carried off a millon men, oc 

cafioned no infurreAion ;.. where the people faw bread pafling in 
the ftreets without daring to relieve their wants; where the rich - 
dived in abundances whillt there perifhed at Gairo moré.tham 
‘thoufand men aiday, at the doors of the great and.of the bakerss 
where the people often witne{s thofe revolutions which d'fplace 
-one tyrant to introduce another; fee, tranguilly the 
commit murder among them in the flreets or in the neighbour-. 
heed of the city, without ever taking part, or any refolutiontbut 


To conchids, if you reflect.one moment upon thefe vaft menu. : 


‘ber of pyramids, two of which rife above the others as mountams 
above fmall hills; upon the immienfe fubterrancan fpace filled 
‘with mummies ; upon thofe enormous obelifks c: e. chof. 
he. granite ; upon the colunn 
upon the mountains of ruins which one fir'ds at» Alexandria, &t 


and «Hewhere ; whereghe prodi: ious number of brekén pieces of 
marble colmmnsyof granite and porphyry diftributed 
placed horizontally upon the wharfs, wails, or difpefed of 
ridiculoufly in modern edifices; you will i undoubsedty fry. the 
people who reared thofé elevant momitmients were great 
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is andétied. together at top by timbers, on which 
ai * anks are laid, t6 Garry a‘kind of lead roof, with the earth and “a 
materials of the wgad above it. Its “height is 10a, feet above “J 


sigan. MAG ARLE.» 


Me are kept if theie places, and mad to bear 
the: manner of key-{tomes, by bars 
By which run along grooves (marked by’ hades on 
blocks; and are bolted thiough,’ at equal dif- 
ter braces df caft iron, pafling between the 
wineh, placed at five feet from’each ‘other, the 
e confiftsy: ‘Phe wrought iron is common Swedith,’or 


bak ifon, which maybe taken out, and replaced, if necefla- 


brit is every to believe, an application of 
por unded ‘Charcoal, ‘to the irofi, in'a heated ftate, 
willy ont a ‘species Of japan, which will refit the weather for | 
years. ihe wrought iron is as three to twenty five of | 
in the quantity uled’; its as.31to12. The 
“particular. deteription of the cartal eS, upon whith the- 
Wid, and the various other very ingenious contrivanc- ul 
the of this very fpirited yndertaking, will be 
laid before the public in a work now preparing ‘for the particular 
inforimauon ot profeffional men. Jn the mean time, a beautiful 
petipestive: view of the bridge, is. here publifhed, From this 
Mew, appears, | that it is frail of a very 
for though its fpan i is the verfed’fine, or 
to the chord, is omly 34 feet. ‘Lhe fpandnis, 
filling up >and this is in the lighte 
Dy iron circlés, upon the ribs,and giadually di, 
tn fize, from the abutments centre. The 


“high water wiark fothat thips of confider-ble burtlien are con- 
pafline under it of courfe the piers are 76 feet of folid 
Stupendous, limeftone rocks are foundation of 
at op the fouth fide; the-rifing ground being fomewhat more 


iftant from the river on the north, the inte rvs is filled up with. | 


ample: ware -houiés, over “which” the Foad i carried. “What. 
been the expeneeofit, your correfpondent has not 
he means Of being mformed ; “but if it bé-confidered, that, in a 
gfeat meafure, the invention, the €xpencé, and the rifk, bee 
$0 one individual (Rowland Burdon,efq. one of the 
bers for the county) who cannot, in the “get ultimate fu 

be any farther thaw by-the teteiptof that common 

osereft for bis money Which he ‘might have had without rifk any 

whéreyit cértainly be ciafledjamong the moft public ‘pinged, 
ndertaki: of ancient orn ocern tunes, 
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“FOR THE AMERICAN UNIVERSAL MAGAZTIR® 


Burad Of a letter from citizen Oliver, ‘to citizen 
written Alexandria in Egypte 


the canal of the Black-fea, the fea.of Marmara, the canak- fe 
 of the Dardanelles, having vifited the coaftot and Europes 
of all the. T’ro.rde, the iflands of Tenedos and Scio, made fome m- 
curfions upon the coaft of Natalia, having feen. Nicont, Naxie, 
Paros, Santorin, im thort after four months continuaues inthe 
of Crete, we arrived at. Alexandria. about the middjé. 
Frimaire, with a harveft abounding in fubjetts of Ratural 
ry, and a numerous colleGtion. of char which, we beh¢ve 
locas highly interefting, We fet out for Cairo, notwithitanding — 
the vexations which the reigning Beys. have caufed the French 
to experience. We hope in.a few days to leave Egypt fon = 
Rhodes, and from thence to: Conftantinople, takingant our 
(if poflible) Stancho, Samos and. Mctelin. Yow tee@my-dear 
Manuel we firrvey thofe once celebrated: countries; where 
now one can only find a few fad traces of -their ancient 
doar. We ignorant and idle people; who i” 
defpife us, our maaner of addrefling the Deity is ditter- 
got from theirs., .We have more lived. among the: 
de{cendants of thofe famous Greeks, yet more ignorant, more ~~ 
_ fiperftitious, thanthe mafters who hold them in flavery ; but whe 
~Beverthelefs difcover fome gli of that 
mated their great in times. 
. We have feen Jews ftill more debated than thole of Europe; 
Armcniens. who have however preferved. in flavery the mer€ane 
tile genius and fome kind of induftry, ~ We haye. alid before i 
the Arabians, a wandering, pilfering, daring and: uneivilizedpeo-" 
pie. We areanxioustoquit a country where 
all lau ardor ; _where the Coptos the Salles taboos for. 


* We are in havitig ver to form que “4s 
readers thut we have eltabir(hed a correfpondence in Yari- 
eus part: of the continent.of Europe, for the purpofe 
p vturing dew publications; tranfla:ions of the moit 
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READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


received feveral communications on political fub- 
none of the/e, however willitig we may be to acknowledge 


their merits, can appear, as we have determined to publifh 


» mothing connefied with local politics or party fpirit. 


eyrmacoras’s ftyle was better fuited to bis fubjed, bis 
Ode to harmony Jhowld bave-appeared. 


We return our thanks tothe Gentleman who communi- 
ated to us the valuable information relative to the Difmal 
fwamp inthe fiate of Delaware. Such pieces as may tend 
£6 throw any light on the natural biftory of our couniryg 
quill always be received and publifhed with plecfure. * 


_ Anumber of communications are under confideration. 
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. READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS, | 

 .Webave received feveral communications on political fib 
jects ; none of théfe, however willifigwe may be to acknowledge 


& notbing connedied with local polities ‘or party fpirit. 


Ode to harmony Jhowld have-appeareds 


a > "We return our thanks tothe Gentleman who communi- 
4 ated t6 us the valuable information relative to the Difmal 
_fwamp inthe fate of Delaware. Such picces.as may tend 
“£8 throw any light on the natural bifory of our counirg 
quel always be received and publifbed with plecafure. 


Anumber of communications areunder confideration. 
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UNI VERSAL MAGAZINE. 


> 


No. LJ—MOND AY, JULY 10, Vol it 
Pmbellifed a View of wend at Sunderland: 
CONTAINING, 
Explanation of the Plate » » 
Travels into Egypt 5 
Humorous Suit of the Hair-dreffers of Paris a 8 
Timber floats on the Rhine To 
_Defcription of the Cyprefs in Delaware 
Maryland ftates 42 
_Defcriprion of Vauclufe « 
“An on Luxury - - 
Detraétion, a Vifion - 
A fliert account of an excurfion through the fubterraneous 
Almoran and Selima, an Oriental tale. 
Ariecdote of the Bifhop D’Orleans: 
New | ~ 966 
Ode to a fp ider 
Tova Lady who dresv. the pins from her ina — 
Lines on the afcent of a baligon 
Tranflation ofan Italian Ballad - 
* Sonnet to Samuel Rogers, Efq. author of the pleafures _ 
Lines on the ef. Steel - - « ibid. 
A fonnet to evening: 


MIL ADELPHIA: 

H, SMITH and THOMAS SMITH, 
“INO 118, “Chefnut {treet; 
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